
Frequently Asked Questions regarding Residential Building
Codes

1. What edition of the International Residential Code is the State Fire
Marshal’s Office (SFMO) going to adopt?

The SFMO has drafted rules, not yet final, that adopt the 2009 edition of the
International Residential Code (IRC) with a few amendments.  The SFMO will allow
energy code compliance be met through meeting the standards of either Chapter 11 of
the 2009 IRC or the 2006 edition of the International Energy Conservation Code.

2. What does this new law mean with respect to zoning?

Chapter 529 of the Public Acts of 2009 (the law) does not address zoning and the state
will not be enforcing zoning in a city of county.  However, any county or city having a
planning office could consider having that office act as an “issuing agent” for the state
and performing some of the administrative functions of the new law under contract with
the state.

3. Will the code adopted by the SFMO apply to renovations?

No.  The law only applies to new constructions.   The law prohibits the SFMO from
applying the one and two family residential code to renovations.

4. Will the adopted code require residential sprinklers?

The law prohibits the SFMO from requiring sprinklers in one and two family residences.
Under the planned rules, sprinklers will be required three (3) unit townhouses with five
thousand (5,000) gross square feet or more and townhouses built with four (4) or more
units regardless of square footage.  A local government may adopt a code that requires
sprinklers.

5. Will the state be enforcing various locally adopted one and two family
residential codes?

No.  The SFMO will only be enforcing the codes it adopts.  Local governments will be
responsible for enforcing any other code or requirement.  (A local government might
contract with a certified inspector that also serves as a state contract inspector to
perform inspections to enforce its local code.)

6. Where will builders or property owners go to obtain a building permit?

The SFMO will contract with “issuing agents” to issue building permits throughout the
state so that a building permit can be obtained in each area where the state is enforcing
residential building codes.



7.  How long will it take to get an inspection?

The law requires all inspections to occur within three (3) working days of when the
request is made to the inspector, except for footer inspections which are to be performed
within one (1) working day of the request.  Additionally, the rules allow any inspection to
be waived if an inspection letter approving the work is signed and submitted by an
architect or engineer currently registered in the State of Tennessee.

8. How many inspections will be required?

Three (3) inspections will be required at the start of the program for foundation, frame
and masonry, and final.  After a year, inspections will also be required on plumbing and
mechanical systems.


