DECEMBER 21, 2015
CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MONTHLY MEETING

Be it remembered that the Cumberland County Commission met in monthly session on Monday, December 21, 2015 at the courthouse in Crossville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was Commission Chairman, County Mayor Kenneth Carey, Jr. who called the meeting to order and invited Minister Tim Chesson from the Faith Worship Center to give the Invocation.  Commissioner Jeff Dyer was asked by the Mayor to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  Also present at the meeting were County Clerk Jule Bryson, County Attorney Randal Boston, Finance Director Nathan Brock and the following County Commissioners:
                                       
Jeff Dyer                                       Tracey Scarbrough                                                  

           
                           
Nancy Hyder                                 Tom Isham 

                                       
David Hassler                                Rebecca Stone                                

           
               
Allen Foster                                   David Gibson (absent) 

                                      
Jack Davis                                     Terry Lowe        

                                 
Terry Carter                                   Wendell Wilson
                                 
Elbert Farley                                  Roy Turner

                                 
Tim Claflin                                    Sonya Rimmer    

                                           
Woody Geisler                              John Kinnunen (absent)        

A quorum being present, the Cumberland County Commission was opened in due form of law and the following proceedings were had to wit:
1.  MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 16, 2015 MONTHLY CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING:
On motion of Commissioner Hyder, second by Commissioner Claflin, moved the minutes of the November 16, 2015 Monthly Commission Meeting be approved, treat same as read, made a matter of record, and filed.

The motion to approve the November 2015 Meeting Minutes carried by a roll vote of 15 ayes from the Commission present with Commissioner Rimmer absent for the vote on the minutes.

ANNOUNCEMENT; RESOLUTION 12-2015-2-CUMBERLAND COUNTY SOLID WASTE COLLECTION FEE:
The Mayor made everyone aware of a change to the December Agenda.  He stated the sponsor of resolution 12-2015-2, regarding and Solid Waste Collection Fee, had withdrawn the resolution for consideration at the present time.
COMMENTS:

After calling for comments from the public, Mayor Carey recognized Billy Dodd to be the first to address the Board.    

Mr. Dodd’s stated that after a preliminary investigation of the proposed solid waste collection levy, his concerns involved the fees that would be paid out to an Electric Utility Company that would administer the program.  He suggested the Commission implement a property tax increase to raise funds to offset the cost of solid waste disposal instead of imposing a fee.  Next seeking to make comments were Jack Turner and Jean Cheely who both cited numerous reasons why the Board should oppose any plans to privatize Tennessee State Parks.
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2.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS: FIRST CIVIL DISTRICT CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSIONER:
Because Mayor Carey had announced at the November 2015 Meeting that Jeff Dyer had tendered his resignation as a Commission Member effective December 31, 2015, Commissioner Claflin moved to declare the First Civil District Commission seat vacant and instruct the County Clerk to prepare a Public Notice (T.C.A. 5-5-111) to forward to the News Media for publication that would direct interested candidates to file their intentions with the County Mayor before 4:00 o’clock P.M. on Tuesday, January 5, 2016.  He further moved to hold the vote to fill the vacant position at the next regularly scheduled Commission Meeting on Tuesday, January 19, 2016.  Commissioner Carter seconded the motion which carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission present.  The Mayor thanked Jeff Dyer on behalf of the Commission for sharing his knowledge and wisdom and declared him an asset to the county.
3.  RESOLUTION 11-2015-1-TO PROTEST THE PRIVATIZATION OF CUMBERLAND MOUNTAIN 

     STATE  PARK:

Before the vote Commissioner Rimmer made everyone aware that after the state issued a RFQ (Request for Qualifications) to operate portions of the Cumberland Mountain State Park facilities, no bids were received from any private companies.  The resolution’s sponsor, Commissioner Hyder, informed the Board that the first version of the resolution called for a protest of “any department” of the State Park to be privatized, however she revised the wording in the resolution to strictly oppose the privatization of the Cumberland Mountain State Park.  Commissioner Dyer stated that after attending the last Joint Economic and Community Development Board Meeting in which the privatization issue was addressed, he wished to maintain the option for privatization should it become an alternative way to preserve Cumberland Mountain State Park and keep it open to the public in the future.
Commissioner Hassler moved to adopt resolution 11-2015-1 with Commissioner Hyder seconding the motion.

Before their vote, several Commissioners made know they concurred with Mr. Dyer’s point of view and would be voting no on the resolution.  Commissioner Stone stating she respected Governor Bill Haslam’s right to study and collect information on ways to keep the parks open but felt the protest was important to make the governor aware of how Cumberland County citizens feel about the privatization plan.

The motion to adopt resolution 11-2015-1 failed with only nine (9) ayes from Commissioners Hyder, Isham, Hassler,

Stone, Davis, Lowe, Carter, Wilson and Turner.   Dyer, Scarbrough, Foster, Claflin, Rimmer and Geisler were the 

six (6) Commissioners who voted against the adoption of the resolution with Commissioner Farley abstaining from 
the vote.  

4.  RESOLUTION 12-2015-1-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, EMERGENCY MEDICAL 

     SERVICES, $173,748.00:

On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Claflin, moved to adopt resolution 12-2015-1.

The motion to adopt resolution 12-2015-1, a budget amendment for disbursements for AMB/MARS Emergency Medical Service collections, carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission present.
COUNTY OFFICIAL REPORTS; COUNTY MAYOR, FINANCE DIRECTOR AND COUNTY ATTORNEY:

Mike Blackwell, the newly hired Director of Dispatch, was introduced to Commissioners by Mayor Carey.  The November 2015 Financial Report detailing revenue and expenditures were provided by Finance Director Brock along with information about a new cash flow analysis report.  Lastly, County Attorney Boston advised that no new lawsuits had transpired in the past month.
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5.  ELECTION OF NOTARIES:

On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Rimmer, moved that Rebecca Adams, Shannon Boelter, Angela M. Bressler, Vel Burgess, Linda Campbell, Cheryl H. Crain, Christina L. Evans, Angela Michelle Hall, Tiffany M. Harsh, Rachel Hawn, Gina M. Knight, Elizabeth Mena, Kaitlyn S. Reagan, Dawn R. Shaw and Delores Turner are elected as Notary Publics for the State of Tennessee.  
The motion to approve the notaries carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission present.
6.  ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Hyder, moved the December 21, 2015 Monthly Commission Meeting be adjourned at 6:24 o’clock P.M.

The motion to adjourn the meeting carried by voice vote from the Commission present.
MINUTES APPROVED FOR ENTRY THIS 19TH DAY OF JANUARY 2016.

____________________________________

Kenneth Carey, County Mayor
Chairman, Cumberland County Commission

________________________________​​​​​​____
Jule Bryson, Cumberland County Clerk
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