NOVEMBER 16, 2015
CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MONTHLY MEETING

Be it remembered that the Cumberland County Commission met in monthly session on Monday, November 16, 2015 at the courthouse in Crossville, Tennessee.  Sheriff Casey Cox called the meeting to order at 6:00 o’clock P.M.   Present and presiding was Commission Chairman, County Mayor Kenneth Carey, Jr. who invited Minister Bev Talbott from the Salt and Light Ministries to give the Invocation and Commissioner Terry Carter was asked by the Mayor to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  Also present at the meeting were County Clerk Jule Bryson, County Attorney Randal Boston, Finance Director Nathan Brock and the following County Commissioners:

                                       
Jeff Dyer                                       Tracey Scarbrough                                                  

           
                           
Nancy Hyder                                 Tom Isham 

                                       
David Hassler                                Rebecca Stone                                

           
               
Allen Foster                                   David Gibson  

                                      
Jack Davis                                     Terry Lowe        

                                 
Terry Carter                                   Wendell Wilson
                                 
Elbert Farley                                  Roy Turner

                                 
Tim Claflin                                    Sonya Rimmer    

                                           
Woody Geisler                              John Kinnunen         

A quorum being present, the Cumberland County Commission was opened in due form of law and the following proceedings were had to wit:

1.  MINUTES OF OCTOBER 19, 2015 MONTHLY CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING:
On motion of Commissioner Gibson, second by Commissioner Hyder, moved the minutes of the October 19, 2015 Monthly Commission Meeting be approved, treat same as read, made a matter of record, and filed.

The motion to approve the October 2015 Meeting Minutes carried by a roll vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:

Jean Cheely was first to be called upon by the Mayor to address the Board.  Ms. Cheely handed out packets of information about the State of Tennessee proposed plans to privatize Tennessee State Parks and after cautioning Commissioners to consider the social and economic impact of the proposal, she urged the Board to petition the legislature to stop the privatizing process.  Next Elon Thomas, Howard Burnett, and Kimberly Bade spoke up to express their support for Ninth District Board of Education candidate Sharon Ellison and each one voiced their concerns about the issue of Islam and the teaching of the Muslim religion in Tennessee schools and textbooks.
2.  NINTH CIVIL DISTRICT CUMBERLAND COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION (BOE) VACANCY:

After Mayor Carey advised the Board of the voting procedure established by State Law when filling a vacant seat on a School Board, the six (6) prospective Ninth District candidates: Viva J. Bosland, Sharon Ellison, Sarah Hazelton, Frances L. Kinnunen, Debra J. Markham and Aretie Gallins Patterson were each afforded the opportunity to speak on their behalf before the Commission.
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County Clerk Bryson called on each Commissioner to cast their verbal vote for the candidate of their choice.  Aretie Patterson received ten (10) votes from Commissioners Scarbrough, Isham, Hassler, Stone, Foster, Gibson, Davis, Carter, Claflin and Geisler and Debra Markham received seven (7) votes from Commissioners Dyer, Hyder, Lowe, Wilson, Farley, Turner and Rimmer.  Commissioner Kinnunen recused himself from the vote for personal reasons.  Aretie Patterson was elected by a majority of the Commission to serve as the Ninth Civil District Cumberland County Board of Education Member to fill the unexpired term of Dan Shalfer until the next county wide election.  Ms. Patterson was immediately sworn into office by Mayor Carey.   
RESOLUTION 11-2015-1-TO PROTEST THE PRIVATIZATION OF ANY DEPARTMENT OF CUMBERLAND 
MOUNTAIN STATE PARK:

Commissioner Hyder, the sponsor of resolution 11-2015-1, requested the resolution be postponed until after the Joint Economic Community Development Board holds their meeting on November 30, 2015.  She further advised that Senator Paul Bailey and State Representative Cameron Sexton would be in attendance at that meeting to answer citizen’s questions about the privatization of State Parks in Tennessee.  All Commissioners agreed to reschedule consideration of resolution 11-2015-1 until another time.
3.  RESOLUTION 11-2015-2-BUDGET AMENDMENT, CENTRAL CAFETERIA FUND, $5,400.00:
On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Dyer, moved to adopt resolution 11-2015-2.

The motion to adopt resolution 11-2015-2, a budget amendment for additional USDA funds through Section 201 of the Healthy, Hunger-Free Kids Act (HHFKA) of 2010, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

4.  RESOLUTION 11-2015-3-BUDGET AMENDMENT, CENTRAL CAFETERIA FUND, $12,000.00:
On motion of Commissioner Gibson, second by Commissioner Hassler, moved to adopt resolution 11-2015-3.

The motion to adopt resolution 11-2015-3, a budget amendment for additional USDA funds designated to provide equipment assistance to SFA’s participating in the NSLP, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

5.  RESOLUTION 11-2015-4-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, FIRE DEPARTMENT, $500.00:
On motion of Commissioner Hyder, second by Commissioner Scarbrough, moved to adopt resolution 11-2015-4.

The motion to adopt resolution 11-2015-4, a budget amendment for a donation to the Cumberland County Fire Department from the Cumberland Fellowship Baptist Church, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission with Commissioner Claflin passing on the vote.

6.  RESOLUTION 11-2015-5-BUDGET AMENDMENT, DRUG CONTROL FUND, SHERIFF’S 

     DEPARTMENT, DRUG ENFORCEMENT, $3,000.00:
On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Geisler, moved to adopt resolution 11-2015-5.

The motion to adopt resolution 11-2015-5, a budget amendment for additional funding for drug control and eradication by the Sheriff’s Department, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission with Commissioner Claflin passing on the vote.
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7.  CONTRACT BETWEEN THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND 

     CUMBERLAND COUNTY:
After advising the contract had been reviewed by the Budget Committee, Sheriff Casey Cox made a presentation to the full Commission to explain the highlights of a proposal with the Tennessee Department of Transportation (TDOT) for litter removal on state highways and the portion of Interstate 40 located in Cumberland County.  The Sheriff stated the contract provided for inmates from the local jail to perform the labor with monitoring supplied by correction officers for a calculated maximum reimbursement from the State of sixty-three thousand six hundred seventy four dollars ($63,674.00).  He also confirmed that the initial startup cost should be minimal and any profit from the endeavor could be used for other services throughout the county.  Commissioner Dyer questioned the Sheriff about disposal fees and Commissioner Stone asked about the terms and conditions of the contract.  The Sheriff stated that after tipping fees are paid out the county should clear over forty-two thousand dollars ($42,000.00) for the project and that the TDOT requested litter removal contract would run for one (1) year.  

The County Attorney was asked by Commissioner Rimmer to explain paragraph D.9. of the agreement involving “Prevailing Wage Rates” for construction contracts with TDOT.  Mr. Boston cited Tennessee Code Annotated §12-4-402 which defines a “highway contractor” as any contractor, subcontractor, person, firm, or corporation engaged in a state construction project for the purpose of building, remodeling, locating, relocating, or repairing any public highway and he stated that since the subsection applies to road and highway construction he would like to see it removed from the contract.  Christopher Starr, the Operations District Supervisor for the Tennessee Department of Transportation, was introduced by Commissioner Claflin and made himself available to answer questions about the litter removal maintenance project. 

Commission Rimmer made a motion for the Sheriff’s Department to move forward with the contract between the County and the TDOT pending further review and/or removal of the “Prevailing Wage Rates” clause by the County Attorney.  Commissioner Farley seconded the motion.  
Before the vote Commissioner Claflin declared a conflict of interest as an employee of the Sheriff Department but avowed to vote on behalf of his constituents. The motion to proceed with the special agreement for litter removal on interstates and state routes carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
COUNTY OFFICIAL REPORTS; MAYOR AND FINANCE DIRECTOR:
Mayor Carey made known he had received a thank you note from the Friends of the Library for proclaiming the week of October 18-24, 2015 as “Friends of the Library Week” and he informed the Board the “Select Tennessee Property Evaluation Program” packets they had received were from Chamber of Commerce President Brad Allamong.  The Mayor also made the Board aware that First District Commissioner Jeff Dyer had tendered his resignation from the Board effective December 31, 2015 due to the fact Mr. Dyer was moving outside of the First District.  

October 2015 tax receipts from property tax, hotel/motel tax, ambulance services, prisoner boarding and local option sales taxes were summarized by the Finance Director Brock.

COUNTY ATTORNEY REPORT:

In his report, County Attorney Randal Boston stated some changes had developed in the Spirit Broadband, LLC case and in the past month one new lawsuit had occurred involving Houston Lane.  







3.
BUDGET COMMITTEE AND JOINT ECONOMIC COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BOARD REPORT:

Commissioner Rimmer, Chairperson of the Joint Economic Community Development Board (JECDB) advised that 
Committee would meet on November 30, 2015 at City Hall to discuss the privatization of Cumberland Mountain 
State Park and to receive an update on the Tennessee Site Selection Program.  And as Budget Committee 
Chairperson, Commissioner Rimmer noted the bid opening date for the Wage Scale and Compensation study would 
be December 1, 2015.
8.  ELECTION OF NOTARIES:

On motion of Commissioner Hyder, second by Commissioner Gibson, moved that Robert W. Folger, Debbie Green,
Megan Jones, Sandra J. Kellough, Jasmyne N. King, Shonda Livesay, Jason D. Longmire, Melissa A. Marchuk,
Marie K. Rose, Misty Michelle Rupe, Tami Turner and Dawn M. Weaver are elected as Notary Publics for the State of Tennessee.  

The motion to approve the notaries carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

ANNOUNCEMENT:

Commissioner Elbert Farley and the coaching staff and team of the Stone Memorial High School football program were congratulated by the Mayor for their winning fall season.








9.  ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Lowe, moved the November 16, 2015 Monthly Commission Meeting be adjourned at 7:03 o’clock P.M.

The motion to adjourn the meeting carried by unanimous voice vote from the Commission.
MINUTES APPROVED FOR ENTRY THIS 21ST DAY OF DECEMBER 2015.

____________________________________

Kenneth Carey, County Mayor
Chairman, Cumberland County Commission

________________________________​​​​​​____
Jule Bryson, Cumberland County Clerk
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