CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES
OCTOBER 17, 2016
Be it remembered that the Cumberland County Commission met in quarterly monthly session on Monday, October 17, 2016 at the courthouse in Crossville, Tennessee.  Sheriff Casey Cox called the meeting to order at 6:00 o’clock P.M.   Present and presiding was Commission Chairman, County Mayor Kenneth Carey, Jr. who invited Minister Ralph Reagan from the Bread of Life Ministries to give the Invocation and Commissioner David Gibson was asked by the Mayor to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  Also present at the meeting were County Clerk Jule Bryson, County Attorney Randal Boston, Finance Director Nathan Brock and the following County Commissioners:

                                       
Tracey Scarbrough                        Sue Ann York                          

           
                           
Nancy Hyder (absent)                   Tom Isham 

                                       
David Hassler                                Rebecca Stone                               

           
               
Allen Foster                                   David Gibson  

                                      
Jack Davis                                     Terry Lowe        

                                 
Terry Carter                                   Wendell Wilson
                                 
Elbert Farley                                  Roy Turner

                                 
Tim Claflin                                    Sonya Rimmer            

                                           
Woody Geisler                              John Patterson
A quorum being present, the Cumberland County Commission Meeting was opened in due form of law and the following proceedings were had to wit:

1.  MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 19, 2016 MONTHLY CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING:
On motion of Commissioner Hassler, second by Commissioner Turner, moved the minutes of the September 19, 2016 Monthly Commission Meeting be approved, treat same as read, made a matter of record, and filed.

The motion to approve the meeting minutes carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission present with Commissioner Geisler passing on the vote.

COMMENTS:

Craig Clark of Crossville, Tennessee was the first to address the Board and suggested the County needed a more complete Risk-Benefit Analysis to determine the net economic impact of the proposed Apex Wind Farm project.  Mr. Clark also provided statistical information from independent studies which he stated serves notice to Commissioners that the project is a threat to our economic health as well as our safety, welfare and quality of life. The second speaker, Sandra Baxter Dutcher of Fairfield Glade, detailed her background as a former County Attorney and expressed her love for the community; however she made know she was worried about the direction the county is heading.  She felt the work force in the county could be improved by implementing a drug court overseen by an effective and hardworking judge and also the wind farm issue could be resolved if the Board would listen to more credible facts and information being provide to them by the coalition of citizens working to protect the region from the project.  
2.  RESOLUTION 10-2016-1-REGARDING THE MANAGEMENT AND COMPENSATION OF EMERGENCY 

     MEDICAL SERVICES DIRECTOR AND FIRE DEPARTMENT CHIEF:
On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Foster, moved to adopt resolution 10-2016-1.
The motion to adopt resolution 10-2016-1, authorizing the County Mayor to recruit and select applicants for Chief of 

the Fire Department and Emergency Medical Services Director with a salary and benefits package based upon the 

recommendation of the Occupational Management Group with any additional compensations to be based upon the

qualifications and experience of suitable applicants, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission 

present.
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3.  RESOLUTION 10-2016-2-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, SOIL CONSERVATION, $4,669.00:
On motion of Commissioner York, second by Commissioner Claflin, moved to adopt resolution 10-2016-2.

The motion to adopt resolution 10-2016-2, a budget amendment for a salary adjustment for a Soil Conservation Employee, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission present.
4.  RESOLUTION 10-2016-3-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, ELECTION COMMISSION/VOTER 
     REGISTRATION, $5,800.00:
On motion of Commissioner Gibson, second by Commissioner Claflin, moved to adopt resolution 10-2016-3.

The motion to adopt resolution 10-2016-3, a budget amendment to receive grant monies designated for the Election Commission to upgrade existing voting machines, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission present.
5.  RESOLUTION 10-2016-4-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT, 
     $10,000.00:
On motion of Commissioner Hassler, second by Commissioner Turner, moved to adopt resolution 10-2016-4.

The motion to adopt resolution 10-2016-4, a budget amendment to provide radios to the Lake Tansi Security Enforcement to better assist the Cumberland County Sheriff’s Department, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission present.
6.  RESOLUTION 10-2016-5-TO AMEND THE MARCH 16, 2015 EDITION OF THE CUMBERLAND COUNTY 
     COMMISSION RULES:
On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Foster, moved to adopt resolution 10-2016-5.

Before a vote on the resolution, Commissioner Stone advised that the fourth sentence in the resolution be corrected to read: Whereas, the Rules Committee recommends this change so there is complete representation for all districts.

The motion to adopt resolution 10-2016-5, amending the Commission Rules by placing an appointment of a vacant seat under “Rule 3 Order of Business” as item 3.8 on the agenda after Comments by the General Public, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission present.
7.  RESOLUTION 10-2016-6-AUTHORIZING THE SELL OF SURPLUS PROPERTY KNOWN AS THE YOUTH 
     CENTER:
On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Claflin, moved to adopt resolution 10-2016-6.

The motion to adopt resolution 10-2016-6, authorizing the sale of property known as the Youth Center and grant the Cumberland County Mayor and Attorney authority to complete all transactions with Highland Federal Savings and Loan in regards to the sale of the surplus property, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission present.
COUNTY OFFICIAL REPORT:
Mayor Carey shared updated information concerning Commissioner Hyder’s recent back surgery and recovery and noted she expects to return to work on the Commission next month.
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FINANCE DIRECTOR REPORT:

Commissioners received a brief report from Finance Director Brock about the September 2016 revenue collections the County received from property tax, hotel/motel tax, ambulance services, prisoner boarding and sales taxes.

COUNTY ATTORNEY REPORT:

In his monthly report, County Attorney Boston made known there was a need to hold an executive session with Commissioners prior to the November 2016 Commission Meeting to provide them with legal updates. He also apprised the Board about the development of several lawsuits involving the county including the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission claim, Oakes vs the Sheriff’s Department, Emergency Medical Services, the Sprunger and Burdick cases and Spirit Broadband LLC.  Mr. Boston also reported that Debbie Johnson, the Upper Cumberland Regional Director for the Tennessee Department of Health and Mindy Doyle, the County Health Director had received requests from the Cumberland Mountain Preservation Coalition to do an evidence study regarding the effects of wind turbines.  At the behest of the Health Directors, Dr. Timothy Jones, the State Epidemiologist for the Tennessee Department of Health was asked to review the research provided to him and Attorney Boston shared Dr. Jones conclusions that exposure to wind turbines is not associated with any specific health outcomes.  

8.  ELECTION OF NOTARIES:

On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Hassler, moved that Cheryl J. Heckler, Chasity Houston, Megan Judd, Andrew J. Moses, Sally Oglesby and Deborah J. Sherrill are elected as Notary Publics for the State of Tennessee. 
The motion to approve the notaries carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission present.
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND STATEMENTS:  

Crab Orchard Mayor, Emmett Sherrill was congratulated by Commissioner Rimmer for receiving a Community Development Block Grant from the Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development in the amount of five hundred twenty-five thousand dollars ($525,000.00) to facilitate housing rehabilitation projects in the Crab Orchard Community.

9.  ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Turner, moved the October 17, 2016 Commission Meeting be adjourned at 6:24 o’clock P.M.

The motion to adjourn the meeting carried by unanimous voice vote from the Commission present.

MINUTES APPROVED FOR ENTRY THIS 21ST  DAY OF NOVEMBER 2016.

____________________________________

Kenneth Carey, County Mayor
Chairman, Cumberland County Commission

________________________________​​​​​​____
Jule Bryson, Cumberland County Clerk
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