CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION QUARTERLY MONTHLY MEETING

JULY 21, 2014
Be it remembered that the Cumberland County Commission met in quarterly monthly session on Monday, July 21, 2014 at 6:00 o’clock P.M. at the courthouse in Crossville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was Commission Chairman, County Mayor Kenneth Carey who called the meeting to order and invited Commissioner Larry Allen to give the Invocation and Commissioner Allen Foster to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  Also present at the meeting were County Clerk Jule Bryson, County Attorney Randal Boston, Finance Director Nathan Brock and the following County Commissioners:





     Brian Houston                          Harry Sabine





     Nancy Hyder                            Caroline Knight




     David Hassler                           Johnny Presley





     Allen Foster                              Charles Seiber





     Joe Koester                               Jan McNeil
 



     Larry Allen                               Terry Carter





     Mike Harvel                              Roy Turner





     Jeff Brown                                Sonya Rimmer





     John Kinnunen                         Carmin Lynch
A quorum being present, the Cumberland County Commission Meeting was opened in due form of law and the following proceedings were had to wit:

 1.  MINUTES OF JUNE 16, 2014 MONTHLY CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING:
On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Kinnunen, moved the minutes of the June 16, 2014 Monthly Commission Meeting be approved, treat same as read, made a matter of record, and filed.

The motion to approve the June 16, 2014 Meeting Minutes carried by a roll vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
 2.  RESOLUTION 07-2014-1-FIXING THE TAX LEVY IN CUMBERLAND COUNTY, TENNESSEE FOR THE 

      FISCAL YEAR BEGINNING JULY 1, 2014 (GENERAL FUND TAX RATE $0.5650, GENERAL PURPOSE 

      SCHOOL FUND TAX RATE $0.6250, SOLID WASTE/SANITATION FUND TAX RATE $0.1125, GENERAL 

      DEBT SERVICE FUND TAX RATE $0.1950 FOR A COMBINED PROPERTY TAX RATE OF $1.4975): 
On motion of Commissioner Presley, second by Commissioner McNeil, moved to adopt resolution 07-2014-1.

The motion to adopt resolution 07-2014-1, setting the Property Tax Rate at $1.4975 for the fiscal year July 1, 2014 through June 30, 2015, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
 3.  RESOLUTION 07-2014-2-TO APPROVE AGREEMENT BETWEEN CUMBERLAND COUNTY AND THE 

      CUMBERLAND COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR A ONE-TIME CONTRIBUTION OF TWO 

      HUNDRED EIGHT THOUSAND EIGHT HUNDRED TWENTY ONE DOLLARS ($208,821.00) FROM ITS 

      GENERAL FUND FOR THE PURPOSES OF PURCHASING COMPUTERS FOR THE SCHOOL SYSTEM 

      FOR THE 2014-2015 SCHOOL YEAR WITHOUT INCREASING THE MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT (MOE) 

      OBLIGATIONS IN SUBSEQUENT YEARS:
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Before the vote, Finance Director Brock made the Board aware the State Comptroller’s Office had recommended the minutes reflect the Commission’s acknowledgement that the one-time payment of $208,821.00 to the Board of Education was not property tax dollars.
On motion of Commissioner McNeil, second by Commissioner Foster, moved to adopt resolution 07-2014-2.

The motion to adopt resolution 07-2014-2, approving the agreement between Cumberland County and the Board of Education for a one-time contribution for purchasing computers, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
 4.  RESOLUTION 07-2014-3-TO APPROVE ARRANGEMENT BETWEEN CUMBERLAND COUNTY AND 

      THE CUMBERLAND COUNTY BOARD OF EDUCATION FOR THE DISTRIBUTION OF PAST-DUE 

      LIQUOR-BY-THE-DRINK REVENUES WITHOUT INCREASING THE MAINTENANCE OF EFFORT 

      (MOE) REQUIREMENTS IN SUBSEQUENT YEARS:

On motion of Commissioner Turner, second by Commissioner Harvel, moved to adopt resolution 07-2014-3.

The motion to adopt resolution 07-2014-3, approving the arrangement between Cumberland County and the Board of Education for distribution of past-due liquor-by-the-drink revenues, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

 5.  RESOLUTION 07-2014-4-TO APPROVE REVISIONS TO THE EXISTING WAGE SCALE FOR 
      CUMBERLAND COUNTY GENERAL GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES: 
On motion of Commissioner Hyder, second by Commissioner Hassler, moved to adopt resolution 07-2014-4.

Before a vote on the resolution, Commissioner Lynch suggested revisions to the Wage Scale by first adjusting the 
dollars for all steps and levels that might have already been reclassified such as the Veterans Service Officer, secondly 
delete any obsolete positions from the scale and update the list by adding any new positions that have already 
approved, for example the Community Service Officer and thirdly present the Wage Scale to County Officials for 
review before endorsement from the Commission.
The motion to adopt resolution 07-2014-4, revising all steps and grades of the Wage Scale for General Government Employees, carried with Commissioners Houston, Sabine, Hyder, Knight, Hassler, Presley, Foster, Seiber, Koester, Allen, and Carter voting yes.  Commissioner Turner declared a conflict of interest before voting on the revisions to the Wage Scale resolution but avowed to vote on behalf of his constituents and cast a yes vote.  Commissioners McNeil, Brown, Rimmer, Kinnunen, and Lynch voted against the adoption of resolution 07-2014-4.  Commissioner Harvel abstained from the vote.
 6.  RESOLUTION 07-2014-5-MAKING APPROPRIATIONS FOR THE VARIOUS FUNDS, DEPARTMENTS, 
      INSTITUTIONS, OFFICES AND AGENCIES OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY, TENNESSEE, FOR THE YEAR 
      BEGINNING JULY 1, 2014 AND ENDING JUNE 30, 2015:
On motion of Commissioner Sabine, second by Commissioner Hyder, moved to adopt resolution 07-2014-5.
Commissioners Carter and Turner declared a conflict of interest before voting on the appropriations resolution but avowed to vote on behalf of their constituents.

The motion to adopt resolution 07-2014-5 carried with Commissioners Houston, Sabine, Hyder, Knight, Hassler, Presley, Foster, Seiber, Koester, McNeil, Allen, Carter, Turner, Brown, Rimmer, and Kinnunen voting to approve the appropriations resolution for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2014 and ending June 30, 2015.  Commissioner Lynch voted against the adoption of resolution 07-2014-5. Commissioner Harvel abstained from the vote.
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 7.  RESOLUTION 07-2014-6-RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF REVENUE REFUNDING BONDS BY THE 
      HEALTH, EDUCATIONAL AND HOUSING FACILITY BOARD OF THE COUNTY OF KNOX WITH 
      RESPECT TO A FINANCING FOR CUMBERLAND MEDICAL CENTER, INC.:
On motion of Commissioner Turner, second by Commissioner Kinnunen, moved to adopt resolution 07-2014-6.

Commissioner Lynch asked County Attorney Boston what necessitated the Commission’s approval of the re-financing bonds for Cumberland Medical Center, Inc. when the Commission did not approve the original debt for the hospital. Mr. Boston made known that when two different counties are involved in the financing of a hospital institution, state statue advises the undertaking must be approved by the county legislative body.  Finance Director Brock introduced Joe Ayres, the President of Cumberland Securities, Inc., who agreed with the County Attorney that state law requires a county that is issuing bond proceeds which will benefit a medical center in another county to request the host county to give consent.  Mr. Ayres stated that Cumberland Medical Center, Inc. is affiliated with Covenant Health and the bonds will be issued through the Health, Educational and Housing Facilities Board of the County of Knox because that is where Covenant Health is headquartered.  He also informed the Board that because of the higher credit rating of Covenant Health, the borrowing cost could be lowered and Cumberland Medical Center, Inc. could save approximately eight hundred thousand dollars ($800,000.00) per year in interest on the bonds. Also attending the meeting to answer questions was Larry Moore, the Chief Financial Officer for Cumberland Medical Center, Inc.  Mr. Moore was asked by Commissioner Hyder why the hospital did not approach the Budget Committee to seek approval for the bonds before the finance group did and Commissioner Turner questioned if the interest saved on refinancing the bonds would benefit the hospital or Covenant Health.  Joe Ayres responded that Cumberland Securities, Inc. acted on behalf of Covenant Health and the Cumberland Medical Center, Inc. by approaching the Mayor and the Finance Director with the same refinancing resolution used in many other Tennessee counties.  When Commissioner Harvel and Rimmer asked if any liability was associated with the resolution, Attorney Boston and Mr. Ayres both responded there would be no legal responsibility to the county if the resolution passed.   

The motion to adopt resolution 07-2014-6, approval by Cumberland County for the issuance of bonds by the Knox Board to refinance the acquisition, construction, and installation of certain capital improvements for Cumberland Medical Center, Inc., carried with Commissioners Houston, Sabine, Knight, Hassler, Presley, Foster, Seiber, Koester, Allen, Harvel, Brown, and Kinnunen voting yes. Commissioners Hyder, McNeil, Carter, Turner, and Rimmer voted against the adoption of resolution 07-2014-6.  Commissioner Lynch passed on the vote.
 8.  RESOLUTION 07-2014-7-TO AMEND THE CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION RULES ADOPTED 
      MAY 6, 2013: 
On motion of Commissioner Hassler, second by Commissioner Knight, moved to adopt resolution 07-2014-7.

The motion to adopt resolution 07-2014-7, to amend Commission rule 12.1 to require a copy of the Commissioner’s Monthly Agenda Packet be posted to the County website, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

 9.  RESOLUTION 07-2014-8-TO RE-APPOINT JOYCE RORABAUGH AS CUMBERLAND COUNTY 
      ARCHIVIST FOR A TERM TO EXPIRE SEPTEMBER 30, 2015:
On motion of Commissioner McNeil, second by Commissioner Turner, moved to adopt resolution 07-2014-8.

The motion to adopt resolution 07-2014-8, re-appointing Joyce Rorabaugh as Archivist for another term to expire September 30, 2015, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
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COUNTY OFFICIAL REPORT:  
The Mayor made the Board aware that Cumberland County has became the first county in the State to partner with tnAchieves to enact the Tennessee Promise, a legislative program that provides tuition for two (2) years for qualified high school students to attend a Community or Technology College.  
COUNTY ATTORNEY REPORT:
In his monthly report, County Attorney Boston made the Board aware of another lawsuit filed against Cumberland County involving a law enforcement officer and revealed that October 31, 2014 was the trial date set for the former Veteran Service Officer.
EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE:
Since the Emergency Services Committee had agreed to put out a Request for Proposal (RFP) for a simulcast radio system at their last meeting, Chairman Hyder asked the Finance Director the status of those RFP’s.  Mr. Brock advised that the RFP’s were mailed out with instructions for all submissions to be returned within thirty (30) days and after that deadline a Financial Management Committee Meeting would be scheduled to review the bids.
 10.  ELECTION OF NOTARIES:
On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Carter, moved that Heidi L. Barnwell, Brooke Barton, Marietta F. Boevers, Harmony Brisley, Christi Dawn Burger, Billy Cain, April L. Dayton, Patty Farris, Sandra K. Gruber, Teresa F. Hamilton, Misty G. Hammons, Kimberly A. Harless, Lisa Harris, Kristi Lucas, Virginia B. Martin, Mary Helen McHugh, Jessica Rene Morgan, Tina E. Niles, Barbara A. Phillips, Keith Poore, Kelly J. Price, Belinda Robbins, Buffi L. Stancil, Kim Lewis Tabor and Michelle Williams be elected as Notary Publics for the State of Tennessee.  

           
The motion to approve the notaries carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
ANNOUNCEMENT:

Chairman Carey requested those present to please join him in observing a moment of silence in remembrance of County Attorney Boston’s father, Mr. Roy Boston.
11. ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Hyder, moved the July 21, 2014 Quarterly Monthly Commission Meeting be adjourned at 6:33 o’clock P.M.

The motion to adjourn the meeting carried by voice vote from the Commission.
MINUTES APPROVED FOR ENTRY THIS 18TH DAY OF AUGUST 2014.

____________________________________

Kenneth Carey, County Mayor

Chairman, Cumberland County Commission
____________________________________

Jule Bryson, Cumberland County Clerk
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