CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES

JUNE 20, 2016
Be it remembered that the Cumberland County Commission met in monthly session on Monday, June 20, 2016 at the courthouse in Crossville, Tennessee.  Sheriff Casey Cox called the meeting to order at 6:00 o’clock P.M.  Present and presiding was Commission Chairman, County Mayor Kenneth Carey, Jr. who invited a member of the Homestead Methodist Church to give the Invocation and Commissioner Jack Davis was asked by the Mayor to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  Also present at the meeting were County Clerk Jule Bryson, County Attorney Randal Boston, Finance Director Nathan Brock and the following County Commissioners:

                                       
Harry Sabine                                 Tracey Scarbrough                                                  

           
                           
Nancy Hyder (absent)                   Tom Isham 

                                       
David Hassler                                Rebecca Stone                               

           
               
Allen Foster                                   David Gibson  

                                      
Jack Davis                                     Terry Lowe        

                                 
Terry Carter                                   Wendell Wilson
                                 
Elbert Farley                                  Roy Turner

                                 
Tim Claflin (absent)                      Sonya Rimmer           

                                           
Sandra Baxter Dutcher                  Woody Geisler         
A quorum being present, the Cumberland County Commission was opened in due form of law and the following proceedings were had to wit:

 1.  MINUTES OF MAY 16, 2016 MONTHLY CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING:
On motion of Commissioner Gibson, second by Commissioner Turner, moved the minutes of the May 16, 2016 Monthly Commission Meeting be approved, treat same as read, made a matter of record, and filed.

The motion to approve the Meeting Minutes carried by a roll call vote of 15 ayes from the Commission present with Commissioner Foster passing on the vote.

COMMENTS: 
The first to address the Board was George Chiaramonte from Fairfield Glade who provided each member with a computer simulation of the proposed wind turbine industrial site in Crab Orchard.  He stated he spoke on behalf of the Cumberland Mountain Preservation Coalition and informed the Board that the Crossville City Council along with Senator Lamar Alexander, Congresswoman Diane Black, State Senator Paul Bailey, State Representative Cameron Sexton and many others had come out against the project.  Mr. Chiaramonte asked Commissioners to reconsider joining forces with the organization to work against the startup of the proposed Apex wind farm project.  Next to speak was Millstone Mountain resident, Jim Martin who voiced his displeasure about the lack of the action by the Board to stop the private transaction between the land owners and the company proposing to bring wind turbines to the Cumberland Plateau.  After Mr. Martin began using offensive language, he was called out of order by Commission Chairman Mayor Carey and was asked to sit down.  Jean Cheely who resides on Lantana Road was called upon by the Mayor to speak and she requested the Environmental Committee study and consult with a hydrogeologist for an environmental impact study of how acid rock drainage created by the construction for the wind turbines would affect the headwaters of the Obed River and Scenic River and Watts Bar.  Pamela Hennis, another resident of Fairfield Glade asked Commissioners to consider how the construction noises involved in building the wind turbines would affect the many veterans in Cumberland County suffering from Post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD). 
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 2.  WAIVE COMMISSION RULES TO CONSIDER ADDITION OF A RESOLUTION:
Commissioner Dutcher moved to waive Commission rules to amend the June 2016 Agenda to consider a resolution in regard to the Crab Orchard Wind Farm.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Carter.

After some Commissioners expressed the need for more time to review the resolution, the motion to waive rules to consider adding the resolution to the agenda failed with a roll call vote of 11 nays from Commissioners Sabine, Scarbrough, Isham, Hassler, Foster, Gibson, Davis, Lowe, Wilson, Turner and Rimmer.  Commissioners Stone, Carter, Farley, Dutcher and Geisler voted in favor of amending the agenda.
 3.  NEW BUSINESS: DISCUSSION AND PRESENTATION ON REQUEST FROM CITY OF CROSSVILLE ON 

      PROPOSED INDOOR RECREATIONAL FACILITY:
Steve Hill, City Manager for Crossville addressed the Board to ask for their support to put the issue of constructing an indoor recreational facility on a referendum in November to allow taxpayers the opportunity to make the decision on whether to go forward with the project.  He advised the project would be a large undertaking that would require the combined efforts of the county and the city with an estimated cost for construction to be upward of twenty million dollars along with a substantial yearly operating cost.   Crossville City Council Member, Pete Sousa also urged Commissioners to join with the city to put the matter on a ballot and if the project is approved partner with the City by splitting the cost for the construction and maintenance of the indoor recreational facility.  When asked by Commissioner Sabine if he had seen any proposals on the project that would obligate the County, County Attorney Boston responded that he had not seen anything in writing yet that he could review.  Commissioners Farley and Turner noted that the schools and county owned buildings were in need of immediate attention and could benefit from some of the funding that would be directed toward a recreational facility.  After further discussion between the Mayor, the Commission, and Mr. Hill about the language involved in any potential contract with the City on the project, Commissioner Hassler moved to allow the City of Crossville to put the question of funding an indoor recreational facility with property tax revenues to a public vote only after the final verbiage in the draft has been reviewed and approved by the County Commission.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Rimmer.   

The motion carried by a roll call vote of 15 ayes from the Commissioners present with Commissioner Foster voting no on the motion. 

 4.   CUMBERLAND COUNTY ASSESSOR OF PROPERTY EMPLOYEE PERSONNEL POLICY, 

       CUMBERLAND COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT CLERK PERSONNEL POLICY, CUMBERLAND COUNTY 

       CLERK EMPLOYEE PERSONNEL POLICY, CUMBERLAND COUNTY CLERK AND MASTER 

       PERSONNEL POLICY, CUMBERLAND COUNTY ELECTION COMMISSION EMPLOYEE PERSONNEL 

       POLICY, CUMBERLAND COUNTY GENERAL SESSIONS JUDGE PERSONNEL POLICY, 

       CUMBERLAND COUNTY REGISTER OF DEEDS EMPLOYEE PERSONNEL POLICY, CUMBERLAND 

       COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE PERSONNEL POLICY AND CUMBERLAND COUNTY TRUSTEE 

       EMPLOYEE PERSONNEL POLICY:
After the Mayor made know that County Attorney Boston had examined the County Officials Employee Personnel Policies for compliance with the law, on motion of Commissioner Turner, second by Commissioner Farley, moved to admit the Employee Personnel Policies from the Assessor of Property, Circuit Court Clerk, County Clerk, Clerk and 
Master, Election Commission, General Sessions Judge, Register of Deeds, Sheriff’s Office and Trustee into the official record of the June 20, 2016 Commission Meeting Minutes.
The motion accepting the Cumberland County Officials amended Personnel Policies into the official record of the June 2016 Commission Meeting Minutes carried with Commissioners Sabine, Isham, Hassler, Stone, Gibson, Davis, Lowe, Carter, Wilson, Farley, Turner and Dutcher voting for the acceptance of the personnel policies.  Commissioners Scarbrough, Foster, Rimmer and Geisler voted against accepting the Employee Personnel Policies into record.
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 5.   RESOLUTION 06-2016-1-AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE, IN ONE OR MORE SERIES, OF GENERAL 

       OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY, TENNESSEE, IN THE 

       APPROXIMATE AGGREGATE PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF NOT TO EXCEED FOUR MILLION FIVE 

       HUNDRED THOUSAND DOLLARS ($4,500,000) IN ONE OR MORE SERIES; MAKING PROVISION FOR 

       THE ISSUANCE, SALE AND PAYMENT OF SAID BONDS; ESTABLISHING THE TERMS THEREOF 

       AND THE DISPOSITION OF PROCEEDS THEREFROM; AND PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY OF TAXES 

       FOR THE PAYMENT OF PRINCIPAL OF, PREMIUM, IF ANY, AND INTEREST ON THE BONDS:
Cumberland Securities Company, Inc. President and CEO Joe Ayres was in attendance at the meeting to answer Commissioners questions about the general obligation refunding bond resolution.  Mr. Ayres estimated that refinancing the bonds at a lower interest rate would create a net saving of between four hundred fifty thousand dollars ($450,000.00) and five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) for the County by lowering the annual payment. 

On motion of Commissioner Hassler, second by Commissioner Rimmer, moved to adopt resolution 06-2016-1 to issue and sell bonds to refund and refinance outstanding indebtedness.  


The motion to adopt resolution 06-2016-1, authorizing the issuance of General Obligation Refunding Bonds not to 
exceed four million five hundred thousand dollars ($4,500,000), carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the 

Commission present.

 6.  RESOLUTION 06-2016-2-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, EMERGENCY MEDICAL 
      SERVICES, $146,874.00:       
On motion of Commissioner Gibson, second by Commissioner Carter, moved to adopt resolution 06-2016-2.

The motion to adopt resolution 06-2016-2, a budget amendment for the Emergency Medical Services Department 

budget overruns, carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission present.

 7.  RESOLUTION 06-2016-3-BUDGET AMENDMENT, CENTRAL CAFETERIA FUND, $30,311.00:
On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Turner, moved to adopt resolution 06-2016-3.

The motion to adopt resolution 06-2016-3, a budget amendment for the Central Cafeteria Fund, carried by a roll call 
vote of 16 ayes from the Commission present.
 8.  RESOLUTION 06-2016-4-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND, $1,825.00:
On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Turner, moved to adopt resolution 06-2016-4.

The motion to adopt resolution 06-2016-4, a budget amendment for Pre K Travel, carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes 
from the Commission present.

 9.  RESOLUTION 06-2016-5-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND, $21,000.00:  
On motion of Commissioner Sabine, second by Commissioner Rimmer, moved to adopt resolution 06-2016-5.

The motion to adopt resolution 06-2016-5, a budget amendment for construction of agricultural facilities on school 

campuses, carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission present.
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10.  RESOLUTION 06-2016-6-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND, $35,000.00:
On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Gibson, moved to adopt resolution 06-2016-6.

The motion to adopt resolution 06-2016-6, a budget amendment for expenses for Aides, Speech Pathologist and 

Substitutes, carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission present.

11.  RESOLUTION 06-2016-7-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND, SALARY 
       ADJUSTMENTS MULTIPLE DEPARTMENTS:



On motion of Commissioner Sabine, second by Commissioner Rimmer, moved to adopt resolution 06-2016-7.

After Commissioner Farley declared a conflict of interest before his vote on resolution 06-2016-7, Mayor Carey advised that the Tennessee Legislature passed a new law that does not prohibit a commission member from voting on a budget amendment when the appropriation resolution is presented to the full commission for approval.

The motion to adopt resolution 06-2016-7, a budget amendment for teacher’s salary adjustments, carried by a roll call 
vote of 15 ayes from the Commission present with Commissioner Farley passing on the vote.
12.  RESOLUTION 06-2016-8-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, LIBRARY, $160.00:
On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Hassler, moved to adopt resolution 06-2016-8.

The motion to adopt resolution 06-2016-8, a budget amendment for a donation for the use and benefit of the Art 
Circle Public Library, carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission present.

13.  RESOLUTION 06-2016-9-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, DISASTER RELIEF, $1,710,699.00:
Before a vote on resolution 06-2016-9, Commissioner Rimmer advised the resolution needed to be corrected on the recommendation of a State Auditor and she deferred to Finance Director Brock to clarify the changes.  Mr. Brock explained the Comptroller’s Office suggested an accounting entry be made to show that funds received from FEMA and TEMA to pay contractors for the 2015 ice storm clean-up be recognized as receivable and payable in the 2015-2016 fiscal year budget which will close out that expenditure and not carry the appropriation into the 2016-2017 fiscal year. 

On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Foster, moved to adopt resolution 06-2016-9 after increasing the funds under disaster relief grants to one million, four hundred ninety six thousand, eight hundred sixty-two dollars ($1,496,862.00) and decreasing the unassigned fund balance by two hundred thirteen thousand, eight hundred thirty-seven dollars ($213,837.00) for a total increased expenditure for contracted services to one million, seven hundred ten thousand, six hundred ninety-nine dollars ($1,710,699.00). 

The motion to adopt resolution 06-2016-9, as amended, carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission present.
14.  RESOLUTION 06-2016-10-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, BUDGET OVERRUNS, 

       $68,306.00:


On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Turner, moved to adopt resolution 06-2016-10.

The motion to adopt resolution 06-2016-10, a budget amendment for budget overruns in various department 

expenditures, carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission present.
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COUNTY OFFICIAL REPORTS: 
For the Mayor’s report, he made known that because of the merger between the Middle Tennessee Utility District and the Upper Cumberland Gas Utility District in October 2014, he had appointed Steve Stone to serve as a Commissioner of the Middle Tennessee Natural Gas Utility District for a four year term beginning July 12, 2016.  Also the Comptroller’s Office of State and Local Finance released a recent annual budget memo that stated if a county is operating under the Financial Management Act of 1981 and fails to adopt a budget by June 30, the county may continue operations under a continuation budget until August 31.  The Emergency Medical Services (EMS) were congratulated by the Mayor for receiving a grant for the purchase of cardiac monitors.

RULES COMMITTEE REPORT:

Rules Committee Chairman, Commissioner Wilson explained that after several attempts were made to meet or reschedule a Rules Committee Meeting, that committee would postpone any further meeting until after this year’s budget process is completed.

AUDIT AND BUDGET COMMITTEE REPORT:

Commissioner Rimmer, Chairman of both the Audit and Budget Committees asked the Board to review the required 2014-2015 fiscal year budget audit finding report they had received in their handout packets and she also advised the next regular Budget Committee Meeting may be held July 7th instead of July 5th.

FINANCE DIRECTOR REPORT:
Commissioners received a brief report from Finance Director Brock about the May 2016 revenue collections the County received from property and sales taxes.

15.  ELECTION OF NOTARIES:
On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Gibson, moved that Kelsey Bess, Tina D. Breeding,
Corinne A. Connell, Lisa A. Copeland, Jodi Fields, Hayley Melton, Ashley D. Phillips, Euretha J. Roberts, Paul Tartaglia, Jessica Woody and L. Shane Wyatt are elected as Notary Publics for the State of Tennessee.
The motion to approve the notaries carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission present.
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND STATEMENTS:  

Commissioner Turner expressed his displeasure about the offensive language used by a person addressing the Commission at the night’s meeting and suggested any persons who refuse to be orderly during the meetings are removed from the courtroom.

Commissioner Sabine commended the Mayor and Donnie Moody for their work in purchasing and installing the new sound system in the courtroom.
16.  ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Rimmer, moved the June 20, 2016 Monthly Commission Meeting be adjourned at 7:11 o’clock P.M.

The motion to adjourn the meeting carried by unanimous voice vote from the Commission present.
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MINUTES APPROVED FOR ENTRY THIS 18TH DAY OF JULY 2016.

____________________________________

Kenneth Carey, County Mayor
Chairman, Cumberland County Commission

________________________________​​​​​​____
Jule Bryson, Cumberland County Clerk
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