CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MONTHLY MEETING

MAY 21, 2012                   
Be it remembered that the Cumberland County Commission met in Monthly Session at 6:00 P. M. on Monday, May 21, 2012 at the Cumberland County Courthouse.  Present and presiding was County Mayor Kenneth Carey who called the meeting to order and asked that a moment of silence be observed in remembrance of the late Clyde Cramer, Ninth District Commissioner.  Minister Bob Kastens from the First Christian Church was invited by the Mayor to offer the Invocation and Commissioner Allen Foster was called upon to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  Also present at the meeting were County Clerk Jule Bryson, County Attorney Randal Boston, Finance Director Nathan Brock, and the following County Commissioners:

                         
       Brian Houston                                 Harry Sabine 

           
            
       Nancy Hyder                                    Robert Safdie 

        
                               David Hassler                                  Johnny Presley                                

           
         
                   Allen Foster                                     Charles Seiber  

                                           Joe Koester                                      Jan McNeil        

                            
       Larry Allen                                      Terry Carter                                     

                             
       Mike Harvel                                     Roy Turner

                          
       Jeff Brown                                       Sonya Rimmer    

                                
       Carmin Lynch         
A quorum being present, the Cumberland County Commission Meeting was opened in due form of law and the following proceedings were had to wit:

 1.  MINUTES OF APRIL 16, 2012 MONTHLY CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING,

      MINUTES OF APRIL 30, 2012 SPECIAL CALL SESSION OF BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS, AND 

      MINUTES OF RECONVENED COMMISSION MEETING HELD MAY 8, 2012:
On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Safdie, moved the minutes from the three (3) prior Commission Meetings be approved, treat same as read, made a matter of record, and filed.

The motion to approve the minutes from the Commissions April 16, 2012 Meeting, the April 30, 2012 Special Call Session, and the May 8, 2012 Reconvened Meeting carried by a roll vote of 17 ayes from the Commission.
 2.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-1-AUTHORIZING A CONTINUOUS FIVE (5) YEAR REAPPRAISAL CYCLE: 
On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Carter, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-1.

In attendance at the meeting was Cumberland County’s Assessor of Property, David Simcox who answered in the affirmative when questioned by Commissioner Lynch if the budget submitted by the Assessor of Property for the next fiscal year had adequate resources to support, maintain, and execute the Reappraisal Program.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-1, approving a continuous five (5) year cycle beginning July 1, 2012, comprised of an on-site review of each parcel of real property over a four (4) year period followed by revaluation of all such property for tax year 2017, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission.
 3.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-2-TO FILL THE VACANCY IN THE NINTH DISTRICT USING THE NEW 
      DISTRICTS BOUNDARIES: 
On motion of Commissioner Foster, second by Commissioner Hyder, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-2.  

Ninth District Commissioner, Carmin Lynch urged the Board to vote against the passage of resolution 05-2012-2 in fairness to any current Ninth District constituents who may choose to run for Commissioner or vote for the individual they wish to fill the unexpired term of Clyde Cramer.

Suzanne Smith, Administrator of Elections was present and explained to Commissioners that since the Election 

Commission has already moved voters from the old Ninth District lines to the new Sixth District boundaries 

created by the recently adopted Reapportionment Plan, she believed complications would arise if the voters were 

asked to return to using the old district lines.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-2, using the new Ninth District boundaries created by the recent 

Reapportionment Plan for the election to fill the vacancy on the Board of Commissioners, carried by a roll 

call vote of 14 ayes from the Commission with Commissioners Brown, Rimmer, and Lynch voting no.

 4.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-3-SUPPORTING A VETERAN’S HOSPITAL IN ROANE COUNTY: 
On motion of Commissioner Presley, second by Commissioner Turner, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-3.
The motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-3, to support the efforts to locate a Veteran’s Hospital in Roane County, 

Tennessee, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission.
 5.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-4-TO APPOINT ROBERT PURSER, JR., WILLIE HARGIS, LINDA BAEHR 

      CALDWELL, WILLIAM H. MOON, AND BENNIE BROWN AS MEMBERS TO THE CUMBERLAND 

      COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION: 
On motion of Commissioner Hassler, second by Commissioner Safdie, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-4.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-4, appointing Robert Purser, Jr., Willie Hargis, Linda Baehr Caldwell, 

William H. Moon, and Bennie Brown as members to the Cumberland County Board of Equalization for terms to 

expire August 30, 2014, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission.

 6.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-5-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, $4,000.00, GENERAL FUND, 

      COUNTY BUILDINGS:
On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Presley, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-5.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-5, a budget amendment resolution, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission.
 7.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-6-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, $10,000.00, CORONER/    

      MEDICAL EXAMINER:
On motion of Commissioner Turner, second by Commissioner Harvel, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-6.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-6, a budget amendment resolution, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission.

 8.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-7-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, $11,100.00, LOCAL HEALTH 
      CENTER:     
On motion of Commissioner Hyder, second by Commissioner Rimmer, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-7.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-7, a budget amendment resolution, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission. 

 9.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-8-BUDGET AMENDMENT, SANITATION FUND, $13,200.00, SANITATION/ 

      OTHER CHARGES: 
On motion of Commissioner Hassler, second by Commissioner Turner, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-8.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-8, a budget amendment resolution, carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission with Commissioner Harvel abstaining from the vote.
10.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-9-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, $14,000.00, DRUG ENFORCE-
      MENT (SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT): 
On motion of Commissioner Allen, second by Commissioner Carter, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-9.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-9, a budget amendment resolution, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission.
11.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-10-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, $144,083.00, COUNTY 
       COMMISSION/CAPITAL EXPENDITURES:
On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Lynch, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-10.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-10, a budget amendment resolution, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission.
12.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-11-BUDGET AMENDMENT, FUND 128-RAILROAD AUTHORITY, 
       $300,000.00, OTHER SPECIAL REVENUE FUND: 
On motion of Commissioner Turner, second by Commissioner Rimmer, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-11.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-11, a budget amendment resolution, carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission with Commissioner Harvel voting no.
13.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-12-AUTHORIZING THE SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR A LITTER 
       AND TRASH COLLECTING GRANT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2012-2013 FROM THE TENNESSEE 
       DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF SAID 
       GRANT:
On motion of Commissioner Lynch, second by Commissioner Rimmer, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-12.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-12, authorizing the Mayor to apply for a Litter and Trash Collecting 
Grant for fiscal year 2012-2013 from the Tennessee Department of Transportation and to execute the necessary 
documents required to accept the grant, carried by a roll call vote of 16 ayes from the Commission with 

Commissioner Harvel abstaining from the vote.
14.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-13-DECLARING A SCHOOL BUS NO LONGER UTILIZED BY THE BOARD 
       OF EDUCATION AS SURPLUS PROPERTY AND TO BE DONATED TO THE STATE OF 
       TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTION SOUTHEASTERN TENNESSEE STATE REGIONAL 
       CORRECTIONAL FACILITY:
On motion of Commissioner Hyder, second by Commissioner Turner, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-13.

In attendance at the meeting was Sergeant Olen Wooden, Tactical Squad Commander at the Southeastern 
Tennessee State Regional Correctional Facility in Pikeville, Tennessee who advised the Board that the donation 
of a bus could off-set the cost to purchase a new bus and the surplus bus would be useful as a tactical transport 
and response vehicle for the Southeastern Tactical Squad.   
The motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-13, approving a vehicle be declared surplus and donated to the State of 

Tennessee, Department of Correction, Southeastern Tennessee State Regional Correctional Facility, carried by a 

roll call vote of 15 ayes from the Commission with Commissioners Harvel and Lynch voting no.
15.  AMENDMENT TO RESOLUTION 05-2012-14-TO BUILD AND OPERATE THE BIG SOUTH FORK 
       VISITORS CENTER: 
On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner McNeil, moved to adopt resolution 05-2012-14.

Before a vote was taken on resolution 05-2012-14, Commissioner Lynch move to amend the resolution that sets 
forth to construct and operated a Visitors Center by adding two paragraphs which would read as follows: 
WHEREAS, Cumberland County’s 50% share of the operating expenses shall come from the County General Fund and, over 90% of the incremental revenue, if any, directly attributable to the Visitor’s Center, will accrue to the City of Crossville and the Cumberland County Schools Fund, not to the General Fund,

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the General Fund Tax rates will be increased or reallocated from current programs for the purpose of funding Cumberland County’s portion of the operating expenses for twenty (20) years, 
and Commissioner Lynch further moved to delete a sentence from the resolution that read:
 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that Cumberland County and the City of Crossville shall enter into a binding contract for the above mentioned operation within 120 days from the date of passage of this resolution.  

Commenting that approval of resolution 05-2012-14 by the Commission would commit constituents to a tax 
increase, Commissioner Lynch’s viewpoint was that any elevated revenues attributed to the Big South Fork 
Visitors Center would not be shared 50/50 between Crossville and Cumberland County since the precedent 
showed that over 90% of any sales tax increase would be credited to the City of Crossville and the County 
Schools, with only 4% of increased sales tax collections going into the County General Fund where the pay out 
for 50% of the operating expenses of the Visitors Center would come from. The motion to amend resolution 05-

2012-14 was seconded by Commissioner Hassler.

The motion carried with Commissioners Hyder, Hassler, Presley, Seiber, Allen, Harvel, Turner, Rimmer, and 
Lynch voting in favor of amending the language in resolution 05-2012-14 in regard to the Visitors Center. 

Commissioners Houston, Sabine, Safdie, Foster, Koester, McNeil, Carter, and Brown voted against the 
amendment to resolution 05-2012-14.
16.  RESOLUTION 05-2012-14-TO BUILD AND OPERATE THE BIG SOUTH FORK VISITORS CENTER, 

       AS AMENDED: 
Before a vote was taken on the revised version of resolution 05-2012-14, Commissioner Harvel offered a friendly 

amendment that was seconded by Commissioner Koester, that if the visitor’s center is constructed the 
administration of and the operating budget for the Big South Fork Visitors Center will become the responsibility 
of Mayor Kenneth Carey and it will be at the Mayor’s discretion to either oversee the operation himself, contract 
with the City of Crossville for the operation of the visitors center, or assign the management task for the facility 
to another County department. 
The original motion to adopt resolution 05-2012-14, as amended, carried with Commissioners Houston, Sabine, 
Hyder, Safdie, Koester, McNeil, Allen, Carter, Brown, and Rimmer agreeing to build and operate, or contract to 
operate, within the terms of the agreement, the Big South Forks Visitors Center for a term of 20 years with 50% 
of the yearly operational cost to be reimbursed by the City of Crossville.  Commissioners Hassler, Presley, Foster, 

Seiber, Harvel, Turner, and Lynch voted against amended resolution 05-2012-14.
17.  SPAY AND NEUTER PROGRAM 
Commissioner Harvel put forth a recommendation that Cumberland County start a Spay and Neuter Program at 

the Animal Shelter that would necessitate a deposit from the new owner prior to the animal’s adoption in order to 

ensure that the dog or cat is spayed or neutered.

Commissioner Lynch moved to authorize the County Mayor and the Animal Shelter Staff to utilize the five 
thousand dollars ($5,000.00) that has been accumulating for a Spay and Neuter Program to provide discounts to 
county residents that adopt animals from the county animal shelter that are required to be spayed or neutered until 
the funds are exhausted so that no animals are released from the shelter unspayed or unneutered.  Commissioner 
Harvel seconded the motion.
Jackie Baker, a Spay and Neuter Advocate addressed the Board to state that it was against the law to use 
the accumulated funds to spay and neuter animals coming from the shelter, instead those monies are earmarked 
for community animals.
County Attorney Boston responded to Ms. Baker’s statement by reading from Tennessee Code Annotated § 44-
17-503 which states: (a) the new owner may request and shall receive a refund of the deposit from the agency 
upon providing confirmation of the spaying or neutering (b) if the new owner fails to have the dog or cat spayed 
or neutered within the time frame established by § 44-17-502, or if the spaying or neutering is timely performed, 
but the new owner fails to request the return of the deposit within an additional ten (10) days after the date by 
which the spaying or neutering is required to be performed, the deposit shall be forfeited to the agency holding the 
deposit and shall be used by the agency to conduct programs to spay or neuter dogs and cats in the community 
where the agency is located.  When questioned by the Mayor, Attorney Boston confirmed that his opinion was 
that funds collected for the Spay or Neuter Program could legally be used to spay or neuter animals adopted from 
the Animal Shelter.
The motion to adopt a Cumberland County Neuter and Spay Program carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from 

the Commission.
COUNTY ATTORNEY REPORT:
In his monthly report, Attorney Randal Boston disclosed that a road dispute lawsuit was settled in Chancery Court a few weeks ago when it was declared that the road in question was not a county road.

EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE:
Emergency Services Committee Chairman, Nancy Hyder informed Commissioners that the new communications 
antennas had been shipped and soon teams would install the antennas on Turkey Knob and Black Mountain and 
begin work on the Midway Tower.  Commissioner Hyder also noted that the Budget Committee had tasked the 
committee to investigating privatizing the Ambulance Service and the Emergency Services Committee would 
have more information to present the Board next month after further research.
18.  ELECTION OF NOTARIES:

On motion of Commissioner Seiber, second by Commissioner Foster, moved that Shirley J. Fields, Ryan M. Hurd, William R. Hyder, Felicia Keyes, Vanessa Mullinax, Bernice Polizzotto, Elizabeth J. Simpson, Mary Ann 
Stanco, James E. Thompson, Lisa Thompson, Kelly A. Tollett, and L. Shane Wyatt be elected as Notary Publics for the State of Tennessee.
  

The motion to approve the notaries carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:

Larry Sherrill, Cumberland County’s Circuit Court Clerk told Commissioners about a recent accident that had impacted his family and he expressed his sincere thanks to the Volunteer Firemen who worked so hard to help save his mother-in-law’s life at the accident scene.

19.  ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Allen, moved the May 21, 2012 Monthly Commission Meeting be adjourned at 7:17 o’clock P.M.

The motion to adjourn the meeting carried by voice vote from the Commission.
MINUTES APPROVED FOR ENTRY THIS 18TH DAY OF JUNE 2012.

____________________________________

Kenneth Carey, County Mayor

Chairman, Cumberland County Commission

____________________________________

Jule Bryson, Cumberland County Clerk

