MAY 16, 2016
CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MONTHLY MEETING MINUTES

6:00 P.M.
Be it remembered that the Cumberland County Commission met in monthly session on Monday, May 16, 2016 at the courthouse in Crossville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was Commission Chairman, County Mayor Kenneth Carey, Jr. who called the meeting to order and immediately requested those in attendance to observe a moment of silence in remembrance of the late Eucle “Butch” Burgess, who served as Cumberland County Sherriff from September 1998 through August 2014.  Minister Bev Talbott from the Salt and Light Ministries was then asked by the Mayor to give the Invocation and Commissioner Harry Sabine was called upon to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  Also present at the meeting were County Clerk Jule Bryson, County Attorney Randal Boston, Finance Director Nathan Brock and the following County Commissioners:
                                              Harry Sabine                                   Tracey Scarbrough                                                  

           
                                  Nancy Hyder (absent)                     Tom Isham 

                                              David Hassler                                  Rebecca Stone                                

           
                      Allen Foster (absent)                       David Gibson  

                                              Jack Davis (absent)                         Terry Lowe        

                                        Terry Carter                                     Wendell Wilson
                                        Elbert Farley                                    Roy Turner

                                        Tim Claflin                                      Sonya Rimmer          

                                                   Sandra Baxter Dutcher                    Woody Geisler                                

A quorum being present, the Cumberland County Commission was opened in due form of law and the following proceedings were had to wit:
1.  MINUTES OF APRIL 18, 2016 QUARTERLY MONTHLY CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION 
     MEETING:
On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Farley, moved the minutes of the April 18, 2016 Monthly Commission Meeting be approved, treat same as read, made a matter of record, and filed.

The motion to approve the Quarterly Meeting Minutes carried by a roll vote of 14 ayes from the Commission present with Commissioner Stone passing on the vote.
COMMENTS:

On the suggestion of Commissioner Sabine, Harry Snyder, the Development Manager for Crab Orchard Wind was introduced to the Board by Mayor Carey.  Mr. Snyder shared details about an upcoming project created by Apex Clean Energy of Charlottesville, Virginia to develop, build and operate a wind energy facility in Cumberland County.  He stated the company has leased approximately seven thousand (7,000) acres of property in Crab Orchard for the intended project.  Because that area has shown through studies to be one on the strongest wind sources in Tennessee, the company projected that over twenty wind turbines could be erected on Millstone Mountain Road.  Also the 
University of Tennessee’s Howard H. Baker, Jr. Center for Public Policy performed an economic impact study on the proposed wind farm and estimated the project would have a 27.3 million dollar impact on Cumberland County by creating new jobs and boosting tax revenues.  When questioned by Commissioner Wilson about the noise created by the turbines, Mr. Snyder avowed his company had internal restrictions to generate no more than a forty (40) decimal limit and that there would be public meetings held on June 1st in Crab Orchard and Fairfield Glade to discuss noise levels and the visuals surrounding the project with interested citizens.
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After expressing her concerns about inadequate tax breaks that might threaten the outcome of the project or what may possibly happen if the leases are sold to another company in the future, Commissioner Baxter Dutcher asked if the company would pledge to provide the property owners with a binding contract through the completion of the project.  Mr. Snyder made assurances the wind farm is built with private money and any tax credit the company receives are based on production which incentivizes the company to have a highly productive wind farm to achieve more subsidy.  He went on to make known there was a clause in the lease and a bond in place to ensure the turbines are removed from the landowners property at the end of the project.  After Mr. Snyder had completed his presentation and answered all Board Members questions, Attorney Boston underscored the fact the county has no authority or control over any landholder leasing their private property to a business or company. 
2.  RESOLUTION 05-2016-1-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, LIBRARY, $185.00:
On motion of Commissioner Gibson, second by Commissioner Claflin, moved to adopt resolution 05-2016-1.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2016-1, a budget amendment for private citizens and civic organizations donations 
be for the use and benefit of the Art Circle Public Library, carried by a roll call vote of 15 ayes from the Commission 
present.
3.  RESOLUTION 05-2016-2-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, PRESERVATION OF RECORDS, 

     $200.00:
On motion of Commissioner Hassler, second by Commissioner Rimmer, moved to adopt resolution 05-2016-2.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2016-2, a budget amendment for private citizens and civic organizations donations 
be for the use and benefit of the Archives and Family Heritage Center, carried by a roll call vote of 15 ayes from the 
Commission present.
4.  RESOLUTION 05-2016-3-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, ELECTION COMMISSION/
     VOTER REGISTRATION, $6,600.00:
On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Claflin, moved to adopt resolution 05-2016-3.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2016-3, a budget amendment for carpet replacement in the Election Commission office, carried by a roll call vote of 15 ayes from the Commission present.

5.  RESOLUTION 05-2016-4-TO AMEND THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, 
     DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH AND CUMBERLAND COUNTY, TENNESSEE:
On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Claflin, moved to adopt resolution 05-2016-4.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2016-4, to give authority for the County Mayor to execute the amended 

Government Revenue Contract #DA 45423_2015-2017_014 between the State of Tennessee, Department of Mental 

Health and Substance Abuse Services and Cumberland County, Tennessee through end date June 30, 2017, carried by

 a roll call vote of 15 ayes from the Commission present.
6.  RESOLUTION 05-2016-5-TO APPROVE LICENSE AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE STATE OF TENNESSEE 

     DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND CONSERVATION AND CUMBERLAND COUNTY;
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On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Claflin, moved to adopt resolution 05-2016-5.

The motion to adopt resolution 05-2016-5, authorizing the County Mayor to execute the license agreement between Cumberland County and the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation to provide office space at the courthouse for the Ground Water Protection Staff for a term from July 1, 2016 through June 30, 2017, carried by a roll call vote of 15 ayes from the Commission present.






.

FINANCE DIRECTOR REPORT:
Commissioners received a brief report from Finance Director Brock about the April 2016 revenue collections the County received from property taxes, hotel/motel taxes, ambulance services, and sales taxes.

COUNTY ATTORNEY REPORT: 
Attorney Boston reported that in the past month Cumberland County had been dismissed from the Houston Lane lawsuit, a workman’s compensation lawsuit was settled, and the contract to sell the old Cumberland County Health Department was completed and ready to be finalized.  The Attorney also expressed the need to hold a closed session with the Commission as soon as possible to discuss the Spirit Broadband, LLC case. 

7.  ELECTION OF NOTARIES:

On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Gibson, moved that Candance R. Aldridge,

Bridget Cunningham, Donna K. Davenport, Michael Denney, Valerie Hale, Janie F. Hart, Bernice Polizzotto,
Sherrie D. Sebastian, Charon Sutton, Kelly A. Tollett, and Tammy D. Turner are elected as Notary Publics for the State of Tennessee.        
The motion to approve the notaries carried by a roll call vote of 15 ayes from the Commission present.
8.  ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Claflin, moved the May 16, 2016 Monthly Commission Meeting be adjourned at 6:26 o’clock P.M.

The motion to adjourn the meeting carried by voice vote from the Commission present.
MINUTES APPROVED FOR ENTRY THIS 20TH DAY OF JUNE 2016.

____________________________________

Kenneth Carey, County Mayor
Chairman, Cumberland County Commission

________________________________​​​​​​____
Jule Bryson, Cumberland County Clerk
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