CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION QUARTERLY MONTHLY MEETING

APRIL 21, 2014
Be it remembered that the Cumberland County Commission met in quarterly monthly session on Monday, April 21, 2014 at 6:00 o’clock P.M. at the courthouse in Crossville, Tennessee.  Present and presiding was Commission Chairman, County Mayor Kenneth Carey who called the meeting to order and invited Minister Tim Chesson from the Faith Worship Center to give the Invocation and members of the Young Marines were asked by the Mayor to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  Also present at the meeting were County Clerk Jule Bryson, County Attorney Randal Boston, Finance Director Nathan Brock and the following County Commissioners:





     Brian Houston                          Harry Sabine





     Nancy Hyder                            Caroline Knight




     David Hassler                           Johnny Presley





     Allen Foster                              Charles Seiber





     Joe Koester                               Jan McNeil
 



     Larry Allen                               Terry Carter





     Mike Harvel                              Roy Turner





     Jeff Brown                                Sonya Rimmer





     John Kinnunen                         Carmin Lynch
A quorum being present, the Cumberland County Commission Meeting was opened in due form of law and the following proceedings were had to wit:

 1.  MINUTES OF MARCH 17, 2014 MONTHLY CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING:
On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner McNeil, moved the minutes of the March 17, 2014 Monthly Commission Meeting be approved, treat same as read, made a matter of record, and filed.

The motion to approve the March 17, 2014 Meeting Minutes carried by a roll vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
SPECIAL RECOGNITION:

Schools and Education Committee Chairman, Commissioner Kinnunen announced that Homestead Elementary School had received the Renaissance Lighthouse School of Excellence Award in March 2014.   He stated that Renaissance Learning, an educational software company, had chosen Homestead Elementary School for the honor because of the schools strong and effective leadership, its dedicated teachers, and enhanced or high level of parental involvement.  Commissioner Kinnunen lead the Commission in congratulating Principal Robin Pinder and all the Homestead Elementary School Teachers and Students for meeting their goals of achieving better test scores in reading and math and for the schools significant academic growth in all levels.
Mayor Carey announced that Teacher Calvin Kemmer’s Government Class was also in attendance at the April 2014 Commission Meeting.

COMMENTS:

Donald Andrews, Director of School, advised the Commission that once the Schools Education Committee completes their preliminary budget and after that budget is reviewed and approved by the Cumberland County Board of Education, the 2014-2015 school budget will be presented to the Budget Committee in May 2014.
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS:

Attending the meeting and presenting the Board with a progress report on the Plateau Partnership Park was Ray 
Evans, the Industrial Park’s Economic Development Director.  Mr. Evans began by stating that while a traditional 
wastewater treatment plant for the Park was unaffordable, plans for alternative methods to wastewater treatment were 
progressing along with a proposal to create an entry way into the park from Westel Road.  He also explained that a 
study seeking ways to provide natural gas to the site was completed and the Industrial Development Board (IDB) had 
applied for a Tennessee Valley Authority (TVA) Grant in the amount of five hundred thousand dollars ($500,000.00) 
to help fund the construction phase of installing natural gas lines.  Lastly Mr. Evans said the IDB was currently 
working on three (3) active prospects interested in property at the park site and the certification process for the 

Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development program “Select Tennessee” was ongoing.        

 2.  CLERK AND MASTER BONDS:  

On motion of Commissioner Hyder, second by Commissioner Harvel, moved to approve the Official Statutory Bond for County Public Officials for Office of Clerk and Master and the Special Commissioner and Receiver Bond for Clerks County Public Officials Office of Clerk and Master, for term ending April 2, 2014.

The motion to approve the bonds of Clerk and Master, Sue Tollett, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

 3. RESOLUTION 04-2014-1-TO APPOINT JOE REYNOLDS, WILLIE HARGIS, LINDA BAEHR CALDWELL, 

     DAVID STOUT AND CARL WEBB TO THE CUMBERLAND COUNTY BOARD OF EQUALIZATION FOR 

     TERMS TO EXPIRE APRIL 30, 2016:
On motion of Commissioner McNeil, second by Commissioner Hassler, moved to adopt resolution 04-2014-1.
Before a vote was taken on appointing members to the Board of Equalization, Commissioner Kinnunen stated that although he felt all the nominees to the Equalization Board were very well qualified, he believed the list of appointees to the position did not adequately represent all areas of the county and that was why he would be voting against the adoption of resolution 04-2014-1.
The motion to adopt resolution 04-2014-1, appointing Joe Reynolds, Willie Hargis, Linda Baehr Caldwell, David Stout, and Carl Webb as Board of Equalization Members for two (2) year terms to expire April 30, 2016, carried with Commissioners Sabine, Hyder, Knight, Hassler, Presley, Foster, Seiber, Koester, McNeil, Carter, Turner, Brown, and Rimmer voting yes. Commissioners Houston, Allen, Harvel, Kinnunen, and Lynch voted against the adoption of resolution 04-2014-1.
 4.  RESOLUTION 04-2014-2-GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND, BUDGET AMENDMENT, $700.00:

On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Lynch, moved to adopt resolution 04-2014-2.

The motion to adopt resolution 04-2014-2, a budget amendment resolution for additional funds designated for purchase of art supplies, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
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 5.  RESOLUTION 04-2014-3-GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND, BUDGET AMENDMENT, $3,983.00:

On motion of Commissioner Turner, second by Commissioner Carter, moved to adopt resolution 04-2014-3.

The motion to adopt resolution 04-2014-3, a budget amendment resolution for additional grant funds designated for field trip Student Ticket Subsidies from the Tennessee Arts Commission, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
6.  RESOLUTION 04-2014-4-GENERAL PURPOSE SCHOOL FUND, BUDGET AMENDMENT, $18,261.80:

On motion of Commissioner Foster, second by Commissioner Harvel, moved to adopt resolution 04-2014-4.

The motion to adopt resolution 04-2014-4, a budget amendment resolution for additional funds from donations designated for student supplies and clothing, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
 7.  RESOLUTION 04-2014-5-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, FIRE DEPARTMENT, $107.00:

On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Turner, moved to adopt resolution 04-2014-5.

The motion to adopt resolution 04-2014-5, a budget amendment resolution for a donation from the Sears Corporation for the use and benefit of the Cumberland County Fire Department, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
 8.  RESOLUTION 04-2014-6-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, LIBRARIES, $750.00:

On motion of Commissioner McNeil, second by Commissioner Hyder, moved to adopt resolution 04-2014-6.

The motion to adopt resolution 04-2014-6, a budget amendment resolution for donations from private citizens and civic organizations to Cumberland County for the use and benefit of the Art Circle Public Library, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
 9.  RESOLUTION 04-2014-7-BUDGET AMENDMENT, SANITATION FUND, RECYCLING CENTER, 

      $134,506.00:

On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Turner, moved to adopt resolution 04-2014-7.

The motion to adopt resolution 04-2014-7, a budget amendment resolution for the recycling grant awarded to the Solid Waste Department from the Tennessee Department of Environment and Conservation, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission with Commissioner Harvel abstaining from the vote.
10.  RESOLUTION 04-2014-8-AUTHORIZING SUBMISSION OF AN APPLICATION FOR A LITTER AND 

       TRASH COLLECTING GRANT FOR FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015 FROM THE TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT 

       OF TRANSPORTATION AND AUTHORIZING THE ACCEPTANCE OF SAID GRANT:
On motion of Commissioner Presley, second by Commissioner Hassler, moved to adopt resolution 04-2014-8.  

Commissioner Lynch inquired about the amount of the Litter and Trash Collecting Grant and Commissioner Harvel 

responded the grant award was approximately fifty thousand dollars ($50,000.00).
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The motion to adopt resolution 04-2014-8, authorizing the County Mayor to apply for a 2014-2015 Fiscal Year Litter and Trash Collecting Grant from the Tennessee Department of Transportation and should that application be approved the County Mayor is authorized to execute the necessary documents to accept the Litter and Trash Collecting Grant, carried by a roll call vote of 17 ayes from the Commission with Commissioner Harvel abstaining from the vote.
11.  TO DEFER RESOLUTION 04-2014-9-TO CONTRACT WITH AMB/MARS FOR UNCOLLECTED 
       RECEIVABLES FOR EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES: 

Commissioner Hyder moved to adopt resolution 04-2014-9 and Commissioner Harvel seconded the motion but before a vote was taken Ms. Hyder announced that the Emergency Services Committee had agreed to contract with AMB/MARS to collect past emergency medical service claims denied by either Medicare or secondary insurers that the County has not yet collected.  She also stated that representatives from the AMB/MARS would attend the next scheduled Emergency Services Committee Meeting to explain their collecting procedures.  Mayor Carey interjected that the Emergency Medical Director, Jeff Dodson estimated there were approximately four hundred (400) denied insurance claims and that the Director wished to collected on those accounts as soon as possible to not get behind on the submittals for the current invoices.
Commissioner Lynch said the resolution should be amended to state that the agreement with AMB/MARS should only allow the company to collect billings that have been denied by the primary insurer and that under that same agreement, any other prior claims that are in receivable condition that have been accepted, one time, by a primary insurer would still be worked by the county. Commissioners Hyder and Harvel agreed to accept the amendment to their motion and County Attorney Boston concurred that the amendment was necessary to more accurately reflect the intent of the resolution.  It was suggested by Commissioner McNeil that the billing company or the Emergency Medical Services know the starting balance of the unpaid or denied claims before the collecting process begins.  

After expressing concerns about the uncertainty of the wording in the agreement, Commissioner Sabine moved to defer consideration of resolution 04-2014-9 until the May 2014 Commission Meeting to allow time to meet with AMB/MARS representatives to work on the contract together.  Commissioner Presley seconded the motion to defer action on resolution 04-2014-9.  Commissioner Allen asked Chief Dodson about the status of the older denied claims and what steps he has taken to collect some of those rejected claims.  Chief Dodson responded that some older claims had been refilled but it was time consuming and with limited office staff they were now focusing on the claims that could generate the quickest payment. After Commissioners Hyder, Foster, McNeil, and Harvel communicated their concerns that a possible delay in collecting the outstanding balance for denied claims would result in cash flow issues for the county, Commissioner Harvel called for a vote on Commissioner Sabine’s motion. 

Commissioners Houston, Sabine, Knight, Presley, Seiber, Allen, Rimmer, Kinnunen, and Lynch voted in favor of deferring action on resolution 04-2014-9 until the May 2014 Commission Meeting.  Voting not to defer action on resolution 04-2014-9 were Commissioners Hyder, Hassler, Foster, Koester, McNeil, Carter, Harvel, Turner, and Brown.  Because of a tie vote of nine (9) ayes and nine (9) nays, the County Mayor, as Commission Chairman was called upon to cast the deciding vote.  Mayor Carey’s vote was to not defer action on the resolution until the May 2014 Meeting and the Commission proceeded to vote on resolution 04-2014-9.

12.  RESOLUTION 04-2014-9-TO CONTRACT WITH AMB/MARS FOR UNCOLLECTED RECEIVABLES FOR 

       EMERGENCY MEDICAL SERVICES: 

The original motion authorizing County Mayor Carey to execute an agreement between Cumberland County, 
Tennessee and AMB/MARS allowing the collection of emergency services uncollected receivables denied by the 
primary insurer prior to December 16, 2013 at a rate of 10.30%; pending a review of the contract and approval from 
the County Attorney, carried with Commissioners Hyder, Hassler, Foster, Seiber, Koester, McNeil, Carter, Harvel, 
Turner, and Brown voting for approval of resolution 04-2014-9.  Commissioners Houston, Sabine, Knight, Presley, 
Allen, Rimmer, Kinnunen, and Lynch voting against adopting resolution 04-2014-9.
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COUNTY OFFICIAL REPORT:

The funds the county received in March 2014 from collections of ambulance billings, property taxes, hotel/motel 

taxes, and prisoner boarding were summarized by Finance Director Brock along with an update on the amount of 

revenue received from local option sales tax.

COUNTY ATTORNEY REPORT:
County Attorney Randal Boston informed the Board that a hearing will be held in Cookeville this week in regard to the watertank on Renegade Mountain and that he had met with the attorney for Yates Towing and he suspects that lawsuit should settle quickly.  After Commissioner McNeil inquired about the statue of the Veteran Service Officer, Commissioner Lynch made known that constituents from the Ninth District were troubled about the length of time it was taking to bring the former Cumberland County Veteran Service Officer to trial and they were expressing concerns about justice being served.  Mr. Lynch also questioned what kind of impact the current election cycle involving District Attorney’s campaigning to be judges had on the scheduling of trial dates.  Attorney Boston advised the Board that a deadline date to plea or set trial for the Veteran Service Officer case was approaching in a few weeks.
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING:
Environmental Committee Chairman, Jeff Brown reported a group was interested in beginning a project in Cumberland County that would recycle approximately ninety percent (90%) of the non-recyclables that the county does not reprocess.  Chairman Brown advised that it was the desire of the Environmental Committee to schedule a full Commission work session before a decision is made to proceed with the multi-county solid waste proposal.  After several dates were considered by the Board, it was agreed that a work session would be held on May 5, 2014.
EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING: 

Chairman Hyder gave a brief report about the Emergency Services Committee Meeting held earlier in the afternoon where they addressed the third party billing issue and heard a report from the Mayor who said he was close to making his recommendations about ways to improve the emergency communication system.  Ms. Hyder went on to relay the committee had discussed information provided to her by Cumberland County Sheriff Butch Burgess about his experiences with the monitoring system and the problems the Sheriff Department is encountering with animals running loose in the county.
ANNOUNCEMENT: AUDIT COMMITTEE MEETING AND BUDGET COMMITTEE MEETING:
Committee Chairperson Rimmer reminded the Board that the Audit Committee would meet with auditors from the State Comptroller’s Office on April 22, 2014 to review and address their findings and Budget Committee Chairman Sabine made the Board aware that April 24, 2014 will be the beginning date for the 2014-2015 fiscal year budget reviews. 
 13.  ELECTION OF NOTARIES:
On motion of Commissioner Hyder, second by Commissioner Hassler, moved that Susan K. Bilbrey, Teresa A. Breeding, Mary Jane Franklin, Ricky S. Hassler, Pauline Henry, Linda Kerley, Jean McAllister, Terry McAnally,
Tom Parham, Catherine Raymer, Mary L. Settles, Donna Smith, Lydia Wattenbarger, Brenda L. Wilson and S. Roger York be elected as Notary Publics for the State of Tennessee.  

           
The motion to approve the notaries carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
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14. ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Foster, moved the April 21, 2014 Quarterly Monthly Commission Meeting be adjourned at 7:15 o’clock P.M.

The motion to adjourn the meeting carried by voice vote from the Commission.
MINUTES APPROVED FOR ENTRY THIS 19TH DAY OF MAY 2014.

____________________________________

Kenneth Carey, County Mayor

Chairman, Cumberland County Commission
____________________________________

Jule Bryson, Cumberland County Clerk
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