CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 21, 2011
6:00 P.M.

Be it remembered that the Cumberland County Commission met in regular monthly session on Monday, March 21, 2011 at the Cumberland County Courthouse.  The Cumberland County Commission Meeting was called to order by Sheriff Butch Burgess.  Minister Steven Pickard representing the Cumberland Ministerial Association gave the Invocation and a Young Marine led the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.   

Also present at the meeting were County Clerk Jule Bryson, County Attorney Randal Boston, and the 
following County Commissioners:
                            
            Brian Houston                                 Harry Sabine 
           
            
 
Nancy Hyder                                    Robert Safdie 

        
                         
David Hassler                                  Johnny Presley                                

           
         
            
Allen Foster                                     Charles Seiber  

                                    
Joe Koester                                      Jan McNeil        

                            

Larry Allen                                      Terry Carter                                     

                             

Mike Harvel                                     Roy Turner

                          

Jeff Brown                                       Sonya Rimmer    

                                

Clyde Cramer                                  Carmin Lynch               

A quorum being present, the Cumberland County Commission Meeting was opened in due form of 
law and the following proceedings were had to wit:
 1.  MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 22, 2011 MONTHLY CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION 
      MEETING:
On motion of Commissioner Cramer, second by Commissioner Carter, moved the minutes of the February 22, 2011 Monthly Cumberland County Commission Meeting be approved, treat same as read, made a matter of record, and filed.

The motion to approve the minutes of the February 22, 2011 Commission Meeting carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

 2.  RESOLUTION 01-2011-7-TO VOID STAGE NAMING RIGHTS AGREEMENT OF AUGUST, 2010:

Attorney Boston made the Board aware that as of this date, Mayor Carey and his efforts to contact the Attorney representing Spirit Broadband, LLC had been unsuccessful.  Voicing his concerns about the fact that a meeting had not been scheduled with the counsel for Spirit Broadband, LLC within the last sixty (60) days, Commissioner Lynch reiterated that the naming rights agreement was an asset for the county and not a donation and that the original naming rights agreement of August 2010 should be rendered null and void before proceeding with negotiating a new contract for any naming rights. Commissioner Koester affirmed his desire to resolve the amphitheater naming rights dispute amicably and suggested the County Attorney continue to try to make contact with Spirit Broadband, LLC representatives in order to work out a contract for naming rights. Commissioner Hyder reminded Commissioners of the number of times Vince King had attended either a Building and Grounds Committee Meetings or the Commission Meetings and was not given the opportunity to speak.  Before a vote was called for, Attorney Boston did recommend procedures to correct audit findings regarding the stage naming rights agreement and advised that the adjusted contract be endorsed by the Commission.
On motion of Commissioner Lynch, second by Commissioner Presley, moved to adopt resolution 01-2011-7. 

The motion failed with Commissioners Houston, Sabine, Hyder, Safdie, Foster, Koester, McNeil, Brown, Rimmer, and Cramer voting against adopting resolution 01-2011-7 voiding the Stage Naming Rights Agreement.  Commissioners Hassler, Presley, Seiber, Allen, Carter, Harvel, Turner, and Lynch voting to approve resolution 01-2011-7.
 3.  RESOLUTION 03-2011-1-TO AMEND THE CONTRACT BETWEEN THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, 

      DEPARTMENT OF MENTAL HEALTH AND DEVELOPMENT DISABILITIES AND CUMBERLAND 

      COUNTY, TENNESSEE:     

On motion of Commissioner Presley, second by Commissioner Lynch, moved to adopt resolution 03-2011-1.

The motion to adopt resolution 03-2011-1, amending the Department of Mental Health and Development 
Disabilities Contract, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission. 

 4.  RESOLUTION 03-2011-2-TO REAPPOINT MEMBERS TO THE WAGE SCALE APPEALS BOARD:

On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Hyder, moved to adopt resolution 03-2011-2.

The motion to adopt resolution 03-2011-2, appointing Sixth District County Commissioner Larry Allen and Sheriff Department Chief Investigator Casey Cox to serve on the Wage Scale Appeals Board along with Wage Scale Appeals Board Chairman, County Mayor Kenneth Carey, Finance Director B. Nathan Brock, and Circuit Court Clerk Larry Sherrill, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission. 
 5.  RESOLUTION 03-2011-3-TO REQUEST UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE TO REVISIT AND RE-

      EVALUATE THE 4-H AGENT POSITION THAT HAS BEEN PROPOSED TO BE CUT AT THE 

      CUMBERLAND COUNTY EXTENSION OFFICE:

Robbie Casteel, Cumberland County’s current UT Extension Agent, attended the meeting to explain the 
University of Tennessee Extension Agency’s proposed budget cuts and new staffing plan. 
On motion of Commissioner Foster, second by Commissioner Hyder, moved to adopt resolution 03-2011-3.

The motion to adopt resolution 03-2011-3, urging the University of Tennessee to continue to fund the 

Cumberland County Extension Office 4-H Position, carried by unanimous voice vote from the Commission.
 6.  RESOLUTION 03-2011-4-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, $49,154.00 (PARKS AND 

      FAIR BOARDS):

On motion of Commissioner Cramer, second by Commissioner Harvel, moved to adopt resolution 03-2011-4.

The motion to adopt resolution 03-2011-4, a budget amendment resolution, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

 7. RESOLUTION 03-2011-5-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, $3,200.00 (PROPERTY    

     ASSESSOR/REAPPRAISAL):
On motion of Commissioner Safdie, second by Commissioner Sabine, moved to adopt resolution 03-2011-5.

The motion to adopt resolution 03-2011-5, a budget amendment resolution, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

 8.  RESOLUTION 03-2011-6-BUDGET AMENDMENT, LANDFILL FUND, $311,815.00:
On motion of Commissioner Foster, second by Commissioner Safdie, moved to adopt resolution 03-2011-6.

The motion to adopt resolution 03-2011-6, a budget amendment resolution, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
 9.  RESOLUTION 03-2011-7-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, $3,000.00 (PARKS AND FAIR 

     BOARDS):
On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Carter, moved to adopt resolution 03-2011-7.

The motion to adopt resolution 03-2011-7, a budget amendment resolution, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

10.  RESOLUTION 03-2011-8-SETTING FORTH SERVICE FEES, DEPOSITS, AND VET DISPOSAL 

       SERVICES FOR THE CUMBERLAND COUNTY ANIMAL SHELTER:
On motion of Commissioner Cramer, second by Commissioner Brown, moved to adopt resolution 03-2011-8.
The motion to adopt resolution 03-2011-8, establishing service fees, deposits, and vet disposal fees for the 

Cumberland County Animal Shelter, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
COUNTY ATTORNEY REPORT:

Attorney Boston make known that a uniform government electronic mail system could be created that would afford elected officials a way to communicate with each other and with the public without a risk of violating the Sunshine Law. The Commission instructed the County Attorney to prepare a resolution for presentation at the next meeting to originate an e-mail policy for government based e-mails.  Also Mr. Boston noted that a Resolution to create a Private Act to increase the Hotel/Motel Tax from 5% to 7.5% would be included on the April Commission Meeting Agenda.  Mr. Boston further revealed that the Supreme Court had moved the arguments for the Smith Mountain Solutions, LLC versus Cumberland County court case to the Middle District in Nashville beginning the first of June 2011.  Mayor Carey and Attorney Boston then fielded questions from Commissioners about the sale of the old Art Circle Public Library Building, the term of the leases with Downtown Crossville, Inc. and the American Red Cross at the Cumberland County Archives and Heritage Center, the Animal Shelter investigation, and an update on the new Health Department construction project.
EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT:

Nancy Hyder, Chairperson for the Emergency Services Committee informed Commissioners that an old County 

owned antenna now positioned on a water tower at Renegade Mountain would need to be relocated.  
Commissioner Koester interjected that Commissioner Carter, Emergency Management Director Keith Garrison, 

and he had investigated another site on Renegade known as the old pool house which might work out as a new 
location to place the emergency communications system antenna.
SPECIAL RECOGNITION:
Mayor Carey commended Ms. Cyd Reide for her exceptional volunteering skills at the Animal Shelter and thanked her for her efforts and assistance at the shelter.
11.  NOTARIES:

On motion of Commissioner Hyder, second by Commissioner Cramer, moved that Linda Wilson Barnwell, Cindy Bowen, Ashley Brink, Jean Brown, Diana Buckner, Patricia L. Davis, Carolyn Y. Dunaway, Amanda Elmore, Deborah S. Hesson, Pamela T. Matthews, Allison J. Powers, Teresa A. Sitton, Priscilla Lee Slagle, Norma Vallecillo, Melinda Kay Weigle, Lisa D. Van Westing, Kathy M. Williams, and Teresa G. Wilson are elected as Notary Publics for the State of Tennessee.







The motion to approve the notaries carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
DIVISION OF FORESTRY PRESENTATION: 

Charles Bowman, a technician with the Cumberland County Division of Forestry, Rick Merinar, from the District Forester office in Cookeville, and John Kirksey, Resource Protection Unit Leader, made a presentation to the Commission to explain the Tennessee Department of Agriculture, Division of Forestry’s plan to begin aerial spraying of a pesticide on approximately 1,400 acres off Highway 127 South in late April 2011 as part of the Gypsy Moth Eradication Project. 

ANNOUNCEMENT:





Finance Director, Nathan Brock gave a budget performance summary citing that property tax collections were down 3% from last year; however he noted that Hotel/Motel Tax, Ambulance Service collections, and Local Option Sales Tax collections are up compared to prior years. 

COMMENTS:

At the invitation of Mayor Carey those in attendance at the meeting were given a chance to make public comments.  Chuck Lowrance spoke first and congratulated the Mayor for setting up a new website to provide citizens with county information.  Next to speak was Nancy Valentine who made inquiries about the animal shelter investigation.  Jackie Baker and Alan Baker made statements about the Animal Shelter operating procedures and the Animal Shelter spay and neuter funds.  Lastly, Tonya Hinch, a representative from Downtown Crossville, Inc. invited Commissioners to participate on a walking tour of downtown Crossville with fourth graders from all of the county schools. 
12.  ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Commissioner Seiber, second by Commissioner Lynch, moved the March 21, 2011 Commission Meeting be adjourned at 7:29 o’clock P.M.

The motion to adjourn the Commission Meeting carried by unanimous voice vote from the Commission.
MINUTES APPROVED FOR ENTRY THIS ________________________________ DAY OF APRIL 2011.

_____________________________________
Kenneth Carey, Jr., County Mayor 
Chairman Cumberland County Commission
_____________________________________

Jule Bryson, Cumberland County Clerk

