CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION QUARTERLY MONTHLY MEETING

JANUARY 22, 2013
6:00 P.M. 
Be it remembered that the Cumberland County Commission met in Quarterly Monthly Session on Tuesday, January 22, 2013 at the Cumberland County Courthouse.  The meeting was called to order by Deputy Sheriff David Bowman.  Present and presiding was Commission Chairman, County Mayor Kenneth Carey who invited Minister Willard Dale to offer the Invocation and called upon Commissioner Nancy Hyder to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  Also present at the meeting were County Clerk Jule Bryson, County Attorney Randal Boston, Finance Director Nathan Brock, and the following County Commissioners:

                         
       Brian Houston                                 Harry Sabine 

           
            
       Nancy Hyder                                    Robert Safdie 

        
                               David Hassler                                  Johnny Presley                                

           
         
                   Allen Foster                                     Charles Seiber  

                                           Joe Koester                                      Jan McNeil        

                            
       Larry Allen                                      Terry Carter                                     

                             
       Mike Harvel                                     Roy Turner

                          
       Jeff Brown                                       Sonya Rimmer    

                                
       John Kinnunen                                 Carmin Lynch         
A quorum being present, the Cumberland County Commission Meeting was opened in due form of law and the following proceedings were had to wit:

1.  MINUTES OF DECEMBER 17, 2012 MONTHLY CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING:
On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Carter, moved the minutes of the December 17, 2012 Monthly Commission Meeting be approved, treat same as read, made a matter of record, and filed.

The motion to approve the minutes of the December 17, 2012 Commission Meeting carried by a roll vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
2.  SUSPEND COMMISSION RULES:

On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Harvel, moved to suspend Commission rules to include a resolution authorizing submitting a grant application to the Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development on the agenda.

The motion to suspend Commission rules to add resolution 01-2013-4 to the January 2013 Agenda carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

3.  UNFINISHED BUSINESS: BIG SOUTH FORK VISITORS CENTER:

Finance Director Brock was asked by Mayor Carey to update the Board on the recent re-bid proposals for 

construction of the Big South Fork Visitors Center.  A spreadsheet itemizing all the known cost and funding 

sources that would pay for the project was presented to Board Members by Mr. Brock who stated that 

Commissioners had previously approved funds for the project in the amount of $600,000.00 but since the 

apparent low bid for the project was from W & O Construction Company for $604,000.00, the Commission 
must once again vote to approve the bid.  Mr. Brock detailed other expenses associated with the facility which 
were for Architects Lyman, Davidson, Dooley for their out of pocket expenses for newspaper advertising bids one 
(1) through three (3) ($4,691.97), their civil engineering services required for the project ($4,100.00), and the 
architects construction engineering and inspection fees the grant necessitated ($17,500.00).  Other cost associated 
with the project were for Development and Environmental Planning Associates, Inc. (DEPA) for environmental 
engineering ($168.75) and the fees Cumberland County paid to the newspaper for advertising the fourth (4th) bid 
($991.20) which would bring the total cost needed for the project to $631,451.92.  The Finance Director went on 
to explain that the funding sources for the project would come from a Tennessee Department of Transportation 
Grant ($480,000.00), another grant secured from Rural Development ($25,000.00), a contribution from the City 
of Crossville ($120,000.00), the Cumberland County government for advertising fees ($991.20), and a private 
donation from an anonymous Local Business Group ($10,000.00) for a total funding balance of $635,991.20. 

Commissioner Lynch asked the Finance Director about the advertising fees, the local business donation, the 

additional charges claimed by the architects, and if the County has ever undertaken any construction project 
where we did not need any contingency.  Mr. Brock responded to his questions by stating that typically the 
advertising fees are not part of the engineering and architectural process, the additional sixteen thousand dollars 
($16,000.00) requested by the architectural group had been waived and even though it was a very tight budget for 
the Visitors Center Project there are some allowances on the project for certain items but the contingency was 
either very little or none.  Mayor Carey noted that he had already received the ten thousand dollar ($10,000.00) 
donation from the unnamed business group and it had been received with receipt at the Finance Department.   

Commissioners Koester, Hyder, and McNeil spoke out and expressed their support for the Visitors Center Project 
believing it would promote good economic development for the county and would be beneficial in attracting more 
tourists to our area.  Commissioner Lynch recommended not proceeding with the project and pointed out that the 

County would be paying over $300.00 per square foot for a shell building and slab and that going forward with 
the project would cause significant expenses to the County for the operations and maintenance of the center over 
the next twenty years. Mr. Lynch also told Board Members that an overwhelming majority of the residents in the 
Ninth District were against using taxpayer dollars to support the Visitors Center project and its operating costs.  
Commissioner Brown challenged the claim that the building would cost $300.00 per square foot since $100,000.00 

to $200,000.00 of the bids for the project was for excavating, paving, and sidewalks.   
Commissioner Brown moved to approve and fund the construction of the Big South Fork Visitors Center Project 

up to $635,991.20.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Safdie and carried with Commissioners 
Houston, Sabine, Hyder, Safdie, Foster, Koester, McNeil, Carter, Turner, Brown, and Rimmer voting to proceed 
with the Big South Fork Visitors Center Project.  Voting not to move forward with the Visitors Center project 
were Commissioners Hassler, Presley, Seiber, Allen, Harvel, Kinnunen, and Lynch.

4.  RESOLUTION 01-2013-1-TO AUTHORIZE THE MAYOR OF CUMBERLAND COUNTY TO SIGN A 

     PROPOSAL WITH TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION PROJECT NO. SPN: 18008-

     1217-14-FPN [S.R. 28 (U.S. 127) FROM NORTH OF I-40 TO NEAR LEGION ROAD] (FIRST READING):
On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Carter, moved to adopt resolution 01-2013-1.

The motion to approve the first reading of resolution 01-2013-1, consenting to a highway construction project between the Tennessee Department of Transportation and Cumberland County, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
5.  RESOLUTION 01-2013-2-TO ACCEPT THE 2012-2013 VERSION OF THE CUMBERLAND COUNTY 
     ROAD LIST:
On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Turner, moved to adopt resolution 01-2013-2.

The motion to approve resolution 01-2013-2, adopting the Official Cumberland County Road List for 2012 and 

2013 on the recommendation of the Environmental Committee, the Highway Department, and the Regional 
Planning Commission, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.
6.  RESOLUTION 01-2013-3- BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, $9,534.00, SHERIFF’S 

     DEPARTMENT:
On motion of Commissioner Hyder, second by Commissioner Hassler, moved to adopt resolution 01-2013-3.

The motion to adopt resolution 01-2013-3, a budget amendment resolution, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

7.  RESOLUTION 01-2013-4-AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE COUNTY MAYOR TO A.) EXECUTE 
    AND SUBMIT AN APPLICATION FOR FUNDS TO THE TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC 
    AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT PROGRAM IN THE AMOUNT OF $460,000.00 
    FOR SOUTH CUMBERLAND UTILITY DISTRICT TO PROVIDE WATER LINE EXTENSIONS TO 
    AREAS WITHIN ITS SERVICE AREA WHICH PRESENTLY DO NOT HAVE ACCESS TO A PUBLIC 
    WATER SOURCE, B.) ENTER INTO THE NECESSARY AGREEMENTS WITH THE TENNESSEE 

    DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT TO RECEIVE AND  

    ADMINISTER SUCH GRANT FUNDS, AND C.) EXECUTE NECESSARY AGREEMENTS FOR 
    ADMINISTRATIVE AND ENGINEERING SERVICES WITHOUT FURTHER ACTION BY THE BOARD, 

    CONTINGENT UPON APPROVAL BY THE FUNDING AGENCIES:

On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Harvel, moved to adopt resolution 01-2013-4.

The motion to adopt resolution 01-2013-4, authorizing the County Mayor to apply for grant funds to the Tennessee Department of Economic and Community Development Block Grant Program on behalf of the South Cumberland Utility District, carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

FINANCE REPORT:
A financial report was given by Nathan Brock who detailed the revenues the County had received for the month 

of December 2012 from property taxes, hotel/motel taxes, Ambulance Service fees, prisoner boarding, and 
sales taxes.
COUNTY ATTORNEY REPORT:

County Attorney Boston advised the Board that he had signed a brief for the Coley vs Disorbo vs Cumberland 
County in the Court of Appeals and he was confident that the Smith Mountain Solutions, LLC case was close to a 

conclusion.
EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE:

Committee Chairman, Nancy Hyder informed the Board that the Emergency Services Committee was 
investigating obtaining a maintenance agreement for the new radio communications systems hardware and 
software.
BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE:

Sonya Rimmer, Chairman of the Building and Grounds Committee, made known that the Finance Committee had 
obtained a recommendation from the Building and Grounds Committee to contract with Midwest Maintenance, 

Inc. to address water issues at Justice Center.
FINANCIAL MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE:
Finance Director Brock stated the issue of the Justice Center Building Water Penetration Project and the bid for 
the construction of the Big South Fork Visitors Center Project would be addressed at the Financial Management 
Committee Meeting scheduled later in the week.
8.  ELECTION OF NOTARIES:

On motion of Commissioner Sabine, second by Commissioner Brown, moved that Tammy R. Begley, Melissa Bryant, Hannah E. Cox, Dana Harvill, Carolyn Lawson, Gail Miller, Sally A. Nash, Regina K. Norrod,

Howard G. Pick, Carole A. Selby, Gennadiy Shapovalov, Patricia A. Usher, Diana Viloria, and Robert F. Zecher
be elected as Notary Publics for the State of Tennessee.

The motion to approve the notaries carried by a roll call vote of 18 ayes from the Commission.

COMMENTS:

Steve Frank addressed the board to communicate his point of view as to why the Commission should not support 
the Big South Fork Visitors Center Project with one of his reasons being that federal and state grants would 
decreases our property rights in Cumberland County.

9.  ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Seiber, moved the January 22, 2013 Quarterly Monthly Commission Meeting be adjourned at 6:39 o’clock P.M.

The motion to adjourn the meeting carried by unanimous voice vote from the Commission.
MINUTES APPROVED FOR ENTRY THIS 19TH DAY OF FEBRUARY 2013.

____________________________________

Kenneth Carey, County Mayor

Chairman, Cumberland County Commission

____________________________________

Jule Bryson, Cumberland County Clerk
