CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION QUARTERLY MONTHLY MEETING

JANUARY 21, 2014
Be it remembered that the Cumberland County Commission met in quarterly monthly session on Tuesday, January 21, 2014 at 6:00 o’clock P.M. at the courthouse in Crossville, Tennessee. The meeting was called to order by Cumberland County Sheriff Deputy Scott Iles.  Present and presiding was Commission Chairman, County Mayor Kenneth Carey who invited Willard Dale from Southwest Baptist Church to give the Invocation and a member of the Young Marines was asked by the Mayor to lead the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America.  Also present at the meeting were County Clerk Jule Bryson, County Attorney Randal Boston, Finance Director Nathan Brock, Road Superintendent Scott Blaylock and the following County Commissioners:


                                     Brian Houston                           Harry Sabine 

           

                         Nancy Hyder                             Caroline Knight 

        
            
             David Hassler                            Johnny Presley                                

           
         
                         Allen Foster                               Charles Seiber  

                                                 Joe Koester (absent)                  Jan McNeil (absent)       


                                     Larry Allen                                Terry Carter                                     

            
                         Mike Harvel                               Roy Turner

                        
             Jeff Brown (absent)                   Sonya Rimmer    

                                
             John Kinnunen                          Carmin Lynch         
A quorum being present, the Cumberland County Commission Meeting was opened in due form of law and the following proceedings were had to wit:
1.  MINUTES OF DECEMBER 16, 2013 MONTHLY CUMBERLAND COUNTY COMMISSION MEETING:
On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Carter, moved the minutes of the December 16, 2013 Commission Meeting be approved, treat same as read, made a matter of record, and filed.

The motion to approve the December 16, 2013 Meeting Minutes carried by a roll vote of 15 ayes from the 
Commission present.
SPECIAL RECOGNITION:

Representatives from the Tennessee College of Applied Technology were presented a Certificate of Appreciation from Mayor Carey to thank the Machine Technology Class for repairing the broken courthouse clock.  The Mayor also introduced the family of Holland Taber, the blacksmith who held the title of “Custodian of the Clock” since 1968, to the technology class now known as the “New Keepers of the Courthouse Clock”.

2.  SUSPEND RULES:

On motion of Commissioner Sabine, second by Commissioner Harvel, moved to hold a vote on resolution 01-2014-4 next if there were no objections from Commissioners.  

The motion to suspend Commission rules to change the order of the agenda carried by unanimous voice vote from the Commission present.

3.  RESOLUTION 01-2014-4-TO DEDICATE THE COURTHOUSE CLOCK TO HOLLAND TABER:

On motion of Commissioner Presley, second by Commissioner Hassler, moved to adopt resolution 01-2014-4 with

Commissioner Hyder noting that for the past eight (8) years volunteers from Downtown Crossville, Inc. have taken Cumberland County fourth graders on a tour of downtown Crossville where the children were told the story of Holland Taber and the courthouse clock.

The motion to adopt resolution 01-2014-4, dedicating the Cumberland County Courthouse Clock to Holland Taber, 

carried by unanimous voice vote from the Commission present.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
Budget Committee Chairman Harry Sabine was asked by the Mayor to give an update on the request for funds by the Cumberland County High School Cheerleaders to attend a national competition. Chairman Sabine advised that at the last Budget Committee Meeting representatives of the CCHS Cheerleaders did attend and made a formal request, as directed, but no motion was made to provide the taxpayer funds requested; however Commissioner Presley challenged every Commissioner to match his personal donation of one hundred dollars ($100.00) to help offset the cost of the cheerleader’s trip to Florida in February.  Commissioner Lynch made know that he believed the taxpayers of the county would support a nominal donation to support the cheerleaders since they were representing Cumberland County on a national basis.
An update on the progression of the Crossville-Cumberland County Visitors Center was given by Mayor Carey and Finance Director Brock with Commissioner Lynch expressing concerns about the lengthy delays involved in getting the Center open and also his belief that the county was not getting what it paid for from the architects and contractors working on the project.
The Mayor also told the Board he had received notice that Cumberland County had been awarded a waste oil grant and a recycling equipment grant from the Tennessee Department of Economic and Conservation (TDEC).
John Kinnunen, Chairman of the Schools and Education Committee, had requested the Mayor include the School Resource Officer (SRO) Agreement between the Board of Education (BOE) and the Sheriff’s Department on the January Agenda under unfinished business. Commissioner Kinnunen took the floor and made the Board aware that at the last Schools and Education Committee Meeting, conversations were held about the legalities and the accountability of an agreement regarding the SRO Program but since the committee members had reached no conclusions, he moved to approve the final draft of the Interlocal Agreement between the school system and the Sheriff’s Department in order to receive comments and provoke a discussion from the full Commission.  Commissioner Turner seconded the motion.  Commissioner Sabine expressed concerns about the liability issue between the BOE and Cumberland County for the SRO Program and when he suggested changes to some language in the Interlocal Agreement it was discovered that Board Members had different versions of the agreement.  The Mayor explained that neither the County Attorney nor the School Board Attorney had prepared the Interlocal Agreement however Board of Education Attorney Earl Patton clarified that the original version of the Interlocal Agreement was substantially based on an agreement that he had drafted in the past between the schools and the City of Crossville.  Attorney Boston made known that in regard to the Interlocal Agreement for School Resource Officers, he had not been asked for or given legal advice on the document. After a lengthy discussion between some Board Members, the Mayor, the County Attorney and the School Board Attorney, Commissioner Kinnunen and Commissioner Turner agreed to withdraw their motion to approve the Interlocal Agreement since it appeared the contract had not been reviewed by either County Attorney Boston or BOE Attorney Patton.  Donald Andrews, Director of Schools, suggested meetings be set between the Board of Education, the Sheriff, the County Mayor and legal council to try to salvage the current SRO Program then proceed to work toward the long range plan of putting officers in every Cumberland County Schools in the future. 
4.  RESOLUTION 01-2014-1-BUDGET AMENDMENT, GENERAL FUND, LIBRARY, $1,265.00:

On motion of Commissioner Harvel, second by Commissioner Carter, moved to adopt resolution 01-2014-1.

The motion to adopt resolution 01-2014-1, a budget amendment resolution to provide for enhancement to computer internet access at the Art Circle Public Library, carried by a roll call vote of 15 ayes from the Commission present.
5.  RESOLUTION 01-2014-2-BUDGET AMENDMENT, SANITATION FUND, RECYCLING CENTER, 

     $17,924.00:

On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Allen, moved to adopt resolution 01-2014-2.

The motion to adopt resolution 01-2014-2, a budget amendment resolution to provide funding for a magnetic sorter for the Solid Waste Department, carried by a roll call vote of 14 ayes from the Commission present with Commissioner Harvel abstaining from the vote.

6.  RESOLUTION 01-2014-3-REQUESTING THE TENNESSEE DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS (TDOC) 
     TO INCREASE THE CURRENT RATE OF REIMBURSEMENT:

On motion of Commissioner Hyder, second by Commissioner Hassler, moved to adopt resolution 01-2014-3.

The motion to adopt resolution 01-2014-3, to request the Tennessee Department of Corrections, 1) amend its current 
rate of reimbursement paid to Cumberland County for housing convicted felons serving local time, state inmates and 
probations detainees, 2) to expand the amount of reimbursement to include any inmate classified as TDOC inmate, 

local sentenced felons, probation, parole detainees awaiting revocation and compensation for medical care costs 

including offsite and onsite physician care, x-rays, prescription medications and dental procedures, and 3) and that 

copies of resolution 01-2014-3 be sent to all Tennessee Counties, the State Senator and State Representative 

representing Cumberland County, carried by a roll call vote of 15 ayes from the Commission present.
7.  RESOLUTION 01-2014-5-TO ACCEPT THE 2014 VERSION OF THE CUMBERLAND COUNTY ROAD 

     LIST:

On motion of Commissioner Allen, second by Commissioner Kinnunen, moved to adopt resolution 01-2014-5.

The motion to approve resolution 01-2014-5, adopting the Official Cumberland County Road List for 2014 on the 

recommendation of the Environmental Committee, the Highway Department, and the Regional Planning Commission, 

carried by a roll call vote of 15 ayes from the Commission present.
COUNTY OFFICIAL REPORTS:

Mayor Carey informed Commissioners that the Downtown Crossville, Inc. organization would vacate the Archives Building by the end of January 2014 and Finance Director Brock presented the Board with a financial report for the month of December 2013.
COUNTY ATTORNEY REPORT:

The Board was told by Attorney Boston that the condemnation action for property at Renegade was pending litigation.  When asked by Commissioner Lynch if the County could legally start to install its communication equipment, Attorney Boston responded that condemnation procedures under Tennessee law allowed for certain actions to happen in less than thirty (30) days after filing while other actions must wait until thirty (30) days after the proceedings but he would begin to prepare the necessary order.  Commissioner Hassler inquired about new information on Spirit Broadband, LLC and was told by the County Attorney that representatives from the company would attend a Budget Committee Meeting.  Commissioner Lynch requested an opinion from the County Attorney about Comcast’s ability to raise cable rates.  After the County Attorney explained the course of action necessary when a franchise permit is in question, Mayor Carey officially instructed Mr. Boston to send a letter to Comcast detailing the numerous complaints the County had received about their company’s cable service and give notice to Comcast that they had forty-five (45) days in which to make a written response to the Commission addressing the grievances or the County could hold a hearing to discontinue their franchise agreement.  
EMERGENCY SERVICES COMMITTEE REPORT:

Chairperson Hyder reported the Emergency Services Committee had tasked Mayor Carey to investigate any available sources to help resolve the problems the Emergency Services Personnel were experiencing with the radio communications system. 
SCHOOLS AND EDUCATION COMMITTEE REPORT:

Schools and Education Committee Chairman Kinnunen made the Board aware that Cumberland County had partnered with the University of Phoenix, Inc. for a program that offered county employees the opportunity to participate in on-line educational courses offered at a five percent (5%) discount.          
8.  ELECTION OF NOTARIES:
On motion of Commissioner Rimmer, second by Commissioner Harvel, moved that Karen G. Anderson, Raven Armstrong, Christy L. Braddock, Sara E. Brown, Lisa E. Cannon, Terry H. Carter, Kenneth M. Chadwell, Landon Colvard, Jr., Karen S. Davis, Matt Dukes, Don Hunter, Freida Lowery, Daniel M. Mann, Bobbie L. Pilgrim, Pamela F. Prince, Norma J. Solloway, William L. Strong, Kemberla Jane Woody, and Rhonda S. Wyatt be elected as Notary Publics for the State of Tennessee.  





The motion to approve the notaries carried by a roll call vote of 14 ayes from the Commission present with Commissioner Carter abstaining from the vote.
COMMENTS:

Before the meeting adjourned, Circuit Court Clerk, Larry Sherrill, took the opportunity to address the Commission to boast about the good work ethic of County Employee, Marty Davenport.
9. ADJOURNMENT:

On motion of Commissioner Carter, second by Commissioner Turner, moved the January 21, 2014 Quarterly Monthly Commission Meeting be adjourned at 7:13 o’clock P.M.

The motion to adjourn the meeting carried by voice vote from the Commission present.
MINUTES APPROVED FOR ENTRY THIS 18TH DAY OF FEBRUARY 2014.

____________________________________

Kenneth Carey, County Mayor

Chairman, Cumberland County Commission

____________________________________

Jule Bryson, Cumberland County Clerk
